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BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL 



The most typical A. F. of L. body in 
this city is the Building Trades Coun- 
cil. Though not for years officially a 
part of the A. F. of L, it has always 
lived up to the A. F. of L "ideals." 
But now that the labor fakirs have 
organized a "National Building Trades 
International," the S. F. B. T. C. Is a 
part of the A. F. of L. The B. T. C. 
is the central body of all the craft 
unions that are employed in the con- 
struction of buildings. 

P. H. McCarthy, carpenter, member 
of Local No. 22, United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters, and also member of the 
General Executive Board of the said 
International, is the local president of 
the B. T. C, and has been so for some 
years. The acts of the B. T. C. can 
best be understood by the moves of its 
officers, for the organization, as has 
been proven on different occasions, does 
not live because of any principles, but 
is due to the machine that has been 
built. 

P. H. McCarthy is a combination be- 
tween Sam. Parks and Sam. Gompcrs. 
When it comes to dealing with opposi- 
tion he acts the Sam. Parks. At the 
banquets of the California Promotion 
Committee— a miniature Civic Federa- 
tion — he acts the part of Sam. Gompcrs. 

He is a fair example of the trade, 
union leader, insofar as ideals are con- 
cerned; he knows as much about the 
labor question as a barroom bruiser. 
One thing he docs not lack, that is nerve. 
He has committed without shame the 
most treacherous acts against labor- 
But so well is the machine oiled that 
he has his enemies lick his hand after 
thrashing them. 

It is said that Farley, Parry, Elliott, 
et al.. arc union wreckers. P. H. con- 
stantly refers to Herbert George, the 
president of the Citizens* Alliance, as 
"a union buster;" but if it came to giv- 
ing medals to union wreckers, P, H. 
would get the first prize. 

Elliott said: "The scab is a hero. 
P. H. has said that union men are scabs. 
In a circubr issued during the last 
campaign and signed by W. H. Hutch- 
inson, who is the treasurer of Local No. 
10R2, Brotherhood of Carpenters, among 
a list of question asked is this one: 

"7. Why did you. as president of the 
Building Trades Council, during the 
strike of the Cooks and Waiters in 
19ut, expel' the Paper-hangers Union 
from the B. T. C. because they fined 
three of their members for eating in a 
scab restaurant?" 

In 190*. because the Painters No. 19 
elected officers with radical notions, the 
charter was revoked, a new local was 
organized, the books stolen by the Mc- 
Carthy followers, and all those that in- 
sisted that McCarthy was wrong were 
fined all the way from $20 to $1,000 
for insubordination. 

During the Teamsters' strike of 1901 
P. H., acting as Civil Service Com- 
missioner under Mayor Jas. D. Phelan, 
used policemen's clubs on the heads of 
the strikers, and for which he acquired 
the sobriquet "Jimmy the Rag." P. H. 
never uttered a protest. 

He helped to win the Teamsters 
strike of 1901 by the organization of 
the scab union of Sand and Building 
Material Drivers' Union. No. 216, and 
then added insult to injury by boosting 
for Mayor in the election of 1901 Tames 
Tobin. a member of the political family 
of "Jimmy the Rag" and president of 
the llibernia Bank. 

During the strike of the Cooks and 
Waiters. P. H. helped them by refer- 
ring to them as the "potato pealcrs and 
bums." , 

Again to quote the circular mentioned 
above : 

"6. McCarthy is for or against the 
short work-day. according as he has 
or has not some purpose of his own to 
accomplish. To illustrate: When the 
Metal Polishers, Buffers and Platers 
went on strike in 1901, for an eight- 
hour day, he stood against them and 
with their employers, for a continuation 
of the ten-hour day. The principal 
employer was Frank J. Symmes, of the 
Thomas Day Company. 

"7. McCarthy is for or against the 
day-of-rest principle, according as he 
has or has not some purpose of his 
own tc accomplish. To illustrate: 
When the Cooks and Waiters, Local 
30. went on strike in 1901 for one day 
of rest in seven, he stood against them. 
By bracing the New York restaurant 
to decline the proposals of the strikers, 
he prevented the men from getting a 
"fair" restaurant in Market street at a 
crucial time, and thus did them an ir- 
reparable harm. 

"& When 15,000 union men were 
engaged in the gTeat strike of 1901 to 
break the lockout of union teamsters bv 
the Draymen's Association acting un- 
der coercion of the Employers' Asso- 
ciation, and when the strikers were in 
desperate need of funds, McCarthy gave 
them the cold shoulder. He wrote a 
signed letter to the daily press in which 
he sought to harm the union men on 
strike; and he encouraged "scab" sand- 
teamsters in their work of trying to 
break the strike. In that great conflict, 
the most terrible battle the unions here 
hare ever had, be was • source of aid 
and comfort to the employers seeking to 



they quit work at noontide of Satur- 
days." 

In 1904, when the Bricklayers struck 
for $6 and 8 hours, P. H. McCarthy 
urged a compromise for $5.50. Always 
a ercat admirer of the city by the 
Golden Gate and anxious for its de- 
velopment, no wonder, in the year 1905, 
lie was assessed for $*55,000.00 worth of 
real estate. 

In the election of 1905 lie stood spon- 
sor for Schmitz and in nominating him 
said that since the reign of Schmitz 
"real estate has increased in value," and 
on the eve of election day he lined up 
all the members of the B. T. C. and 
marched through the streets for 
Schmitz; notwithstanding that some of 
the men were opposed to Schmitz, they 
were forced to march on pain of heavy 
fine. 

Prior to the earthquake McCarthy 
fathered a resolution through that no 
trade would be allowed to ask for more 
wages until conditions improved. 

The earthquake came; it shook things 
pretty well, but it didn't shake the labor 
fakirs from the backs of the workers. 
The flames had not abated when the 
executive board of the B. T. C. met and 
passed a resolution that owing to the 
awful calamity the working rules of the 
B. T. C. would be suspended for 30 
days and the former resolution be ad- 
hered to until the cily was rehabilitated. 
This resolution was just the thing the 
masters wanted. How ? yon say. Well, 
a little explanation of the structure of 
the B. T. C. is necessary: 

The organization is thoroughly Im- 
bued with capitalist ideals. It believes 
in the "sacred" contract, and to quote 
from the preamble: "Seventh. To ef- 
fect equitable adjustments of all dis- 
putes between employer and employee." 

It is provided in the contracts with 
the bosses that 90 days' notice shall be 
given before an increase in wages can 
take effect. No member of the B. T. C. 
can work for a boss that does not take 
a card in the Masters' Association, and 
no master will employ non-members of. 
the B. T. C These rules and a well 
oiled machine work wonders— as will 
be seen. 

Resolutions sometimes look well on 
paper, but when the Plumbers saw their 
opportunity to get more wages they 
asked for $6 instead of $5 (this was in 
Tune of 1906), the Master Plumbers' 
immediately yelled, "The contract; the 
resolutions !" The bosses went to P. H. 
and he assured them that if the strikers 
did not go back to work immediately 
for $5 and give 90 days' notice, he 
would see that other men took the 
places ; the bosses, could rest assured. 
A few days went by ; no scabs were put 
to work; the bosses got uneasy, P. H. 
threatened to cxpcll the Plumbers, but 
the strikers stood firm. P. H. could 
not secure the scabs, so he played for 
time, but the bosses were busy; they 
had the work on hand and in the lan- 
guage of their president. J. E Britt, 
"McCarthy, you arc a big bluff; we 
give the $6 a day." 

The boys won the strike. With the 
fear of the P. H. stick and due to their 
aristocratic purc-and-simplc notions, the 
Plumbers closed their books and there- 
by they have turned more scabs loose 
in this town than Farley, as we shall 
see later. 

Hardly a month h d elapsed when, 
because of the pressure of certain boss 
carpenters, the joint Carpenters Unions 
changed their constitution so that no 
member could work for less than $5 
a day. Due to the big number of car- 
penters and to the fact that P. H. is 
a member of the biggest Carpenter's 
local in this city, he was silent as a 
clam. He kept quiet. The bosses were 
in favor, the fakirs were also in favor 
of the move. Common interests breeds 
community of ideas and action. 

The bosses were in favor because 
they worked the contracts on a per- 
centage basii ; that makes more ex- 
penses, more profit; and then there 
were a few little sharks that had to be 
run out of business. 

The labor fakirs were in favor be- 
cause jobs were getting scarce. Im- 
mediately after the "quake" almost ev- 
erybody became a carpenter; temporary 
shacks had to be created; a laborer 
would secure a job as carpenter, go to 
the relief station and get a hammer, 
saw, etc., then he was a carpenter; the 
business agent came around, saying, 
"You must join the union or quit." So 
he paid $20 initiation fee. 

When the wage scale was altered it 
was done with the understanding that 
the union as such would not ask for $5, 
but merely instruct all their members 
not to work for less on pain of expul- 
sion or fine. When the "bum" carpenter 



appeared on the^ob, he told the boss 
i" paj 

who know the trade, 1 



that he wanted $5 a day, tw 
told him, "I will pay $5 to good men 
but if you want to 
work for $4 all right" 

Thus once more can be seen plainly 
how in the scrap the unskilled worker 
got the worst He could not get a 
job, so he lost his $20 and took to pick 
and shovel and was lucky to evade the 
Mitigate" of the "Protective Yunion" 



-9. In 1904 McCarthy stood w 
the Saturday half-holiday for the mem* 
bers of Painters' Union No. 19, and 
tent men about to take their places when 



who handed him a piece of paper 

ing him the right to work and charged 
$5 fee for alBJO jot If he didn't 



like that he could go wash dishes and 
pajhjB fee to the "dfligate" of that 

Oh, those ungrateful foreigners In 



Russia, who do not understand our 
great American craft union I They 
made short work of Gapon, who told 
them he had learned trade unionism in 
England and America. 

In America and especially in 'Frisco 
they elect their misleaders to the office 
of sheriff, as in the case of O'Neil, 
who acted as a soldier against the A. 
R. U. strikers. The crowning infamy 
of the most consummate labor fakir in 
California is yet untold. 

To hear the king-pins of the B. T. C. 
talk you would believe that the organ- 
ization lias some mission outside of 
mutual scabbing; but they are idle 
claims. In the summer of 1906 the 
i.oisting and Portable Engineers had 
to go out on strike as individuals in 
order to avoid the "big stick' r of P. H. 
Is it not a fine union when to save your 
card you must strike as an individual? 
Of what utility is such a union to the 
workers? 

The International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers was represented in 
the B. T. C. through its Local No. 6 
(inside wircmen). On Dec. 15, 1906, 
Local No. 6 presented to the masters a 
demand for a $6 wage scale, to take 
effect Jan. 1, 1907. On January 1st 
the bosses had a meeting, when 75 per 
cent submitted to the $6; but the 25 
per cent took their grievance to the 
B. T. C. and of course were told as 
usual : "Gentlemen, we readily grant 
that the constitution has been violated;' 
we will sec that you are supplied with 
$5 a day men." No. 6 refusing to re- 
scind its action, was suspended from 
the B. T. C. as scabs. Now the fight 
begins. The rules of the B. T. C. pro- 
vide that no member shall work with 
air-one who does not hold a card of the 
B. T. C. So when the members of 
No. 6 went to work on a job for $6 the 
walking delegate would notify the union 
carpenters, etc., that there were men 
on the job with no B. T. C. card— and 
tell them, "Well, you know what the 
constitution says." Then go to the 
boss, "Well, you are hiring scabs here 
and breaking the contract." "Well," 
says the master, "what will I do? I 
must have the men to do the work." 
Under pain of having the whole work 
stopped (as happened on the Fairmont 
Hotel while under construction), the 
boss discharged No. 6's men and em- 
ployed scabs tvhf, armed with a permit 
signed by Kelson, the business agent of 
the B. T. C. and member of the Amal- 
gamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners, would work for $4 and $5 a 
day. 

Local No. 6 tried to stir up the dif- 
ferent locals of the B. T. C, but all to 
no avail : for while the sentiment of the 
rank and file was in favor of No. 6's 
case, the machine, well oiled, stopped 
all revolutions that broke out. 

Finally a new union was organized, 
composed of the scabs and known as 
Electrical Mechanical Union, No. 1. 
Local No. 6 spent over $30,000.00 to 
fight P. H., but all to no purpose; they 
were beaten unmercifully. Because 
they dared to ask for more wages from 
the bosses they were called scabs and 
union wreckers. Notwithstanding the 
thousands of dollars No. 6 used — and 
that they had the International organiza- 
tion back of them— they lost in the 
fight ; not only lost the fight, but insult 
was added to injury. 

Through the connivance of McNuIty. 
the Grand President of the Electrical 
Workers, who realized that No. 6 only 
had a couple of hundred members left, 
while formerly they had some 700, and 
now all in the scab union, he had only 
one way to get per capita tax and that 
was by taking the scabs into the Inter- 
national. The "big stick" of Mc- 
Carthy and the ambitions of McNuIty 
culminated when on Friday, March 13th, 
No. 1 and No. 6 were united and are 
now known as No. 13, with a charter 
from the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers cf the A. F. of L. 

Notwithstanding alt this, we still find 
wage staves insist that all is O. K. and 
exclaim: "See what McCarthy has 
done for us!" and there is where the 
irony of Fellow-Worker Speed comes 
in, J, You chumps, look what you did 
for him!" 

Notwithstanding all the crimes this 
arch labor fakir has perpetrated against 
the workers, and even imploring the 
striking carmen to "go back to work 
and stop your child's play," thousands 
of wage slaves adore him and voted for 
him for Mayor of San Francisco, al- 
though not enough to elect him. 

The slaves here have taken the song 
to heart, "Work, morn, noon and night 
to build dear old 'Frisco." P. H. 
yelled "On the unions of the old we 
must work faithfully and build a 
greater city, the Queen of the Pa- 
cific." The slaves worked hard; they 
followed the advice of P. H. Mc- 
Carthy and Turetmoe, they scabbed on 
the street carmen and the sailors, and 
now there is no more work; no more 
hotels are needed; there are dozens of 
them empty; no more stores, plenty of 
them with signs, "To let" Now we see 
them, "Free loyal American citizens" 
(they hate the Japs), lined up in front 
of the St Boniface church waiting for 
hot water called soup and bread that 
takes a sledge hammer to break. 

Ah. I hear you say, how could the 
building tradesmen scab on the sail- 
ors?" I know that the average pure* 
and-simple is unable to understand how 
one union can scab on another. But I 
will tell yon. The Sailors' Union went 
out on strike in the month of May, 
1904 (or $5 more a month. Scabs took 
the places of the men; th e uni on engi- 
neers . and scab firemen went to the 
lumber ports loaded up full of non- 



union made lumber and steamed back 
into San Francisco. The union lumber 
longshoremen affiliated with the B. T. C 
unloaded the scab lumber off the boats 
manned bv scab sailors; the Material 
teamsters' Union, No. 216, also char- 
tered by the B. T. C, loaded his wagon, 
drove to the planing mills ; the members 
of the different millmen's unions affili- 
ated with the B. T. C. run the lumber 
through the planer; then, lo and be- 
hold, a stamp was placed on the lum- 
ber : "Union made lumber"— then off to 
the building under construction. Some 
of the union halls were built with this 
kind of lumber. Now, what is that but 
scabbery with the union label? What 
do you call it, Mr. Simpler? 

McCarthy, president of the B. T. C 
Oi San Francisco, president of the B. 
T. C. of California, General Executive 
Board member of the Brotherhood pf 
Carpenters and member of the biggest 
carpenters' local in San Francisco, Lo- 
cal 22, you, with all your bluff, please 
answer a few questions, and if you are 
not able, turn them over to your secre- 
tary, Mr. Twictmoc; probablv he can 
reply: 

Did you not do all you could to 
break up the car men's union? 

Did you not allow the men of the 
B T. C. to scab on the street car men? 

Did you not allow the union car- 
penters to erect stages for the union 
hod carriers to carry brick and mortar 
to the union bricklayers who constructed 
the wall of the Turk street car barn, 
while the street car men were out on 
strike, and the Farleyites were housed 
in the Car barns? 

Did you not allow the union car- 
penters to erect sleeping quarters for 
the scabs? 

Did you not allow No. 216 to drive 
scab linemen about? 

Why did the carpenters assess them- 
selves $1 a week for the car men's strike 
fund and then remain at work for the 
United Railroad Company? 

You stated at an open meeting that 
after the car men's strike you would be 
glad to debate with the I. W. W. 

Why did you not keep your word? 

You may crawl out, as you generally 
do, but nevertheless the facts stand out 
boldly, and notwithstanding your union 
card and your different official positions, 
you are the most debased and consum- 
mate scab in California. You may 
proudly take the belt as the champion 
union wrecker in California. 

In Los Angeles there is a reptile run- 
ning a paper that you denounce as a 
scab paper. Rightly so, but he is an 
open foe to labor. You, on the other 
hand, in the name of "the constitution" 
and "sacred contracts" have disrupted 
more unions than General Otis or 
Farley. 

Dare you deny these charges on the 

flat form before a body of wirkingmen? 
f you are willing, the I. W. W. is 
ready at any time. 

Little concern is it to the B. T. C. 
that hundreds of slaves have lost their 
little savings by the closing of the Mar- 
ket Street Bank. The official organ of 
the B. T. C, "Organized Labor," advises 
editorially to be cool and all will be 
O. K. ; that the bank is all right. Be- 
fore progress can be made these corrupt 
institutions like the B. T. C. must be 
cleared out of the path of labor. Be- 
fore progress can be made the labor 
fakers like McCarthy must bite the 
dust. 

A group of determined men in this 
cit" have started on the right road. 
Weak in numbers, but strong because of 
the facts and principles upon which they 
have organized. The organization that 
is bona fide is Building Constructors' 
Industrial Union No. 501. 
, May success crown its efforts. Work- 
ers, everywhere, do your duty; rally to 
the colors of the Industrial Workers of 
trie World! 

JOSEPH J. ETTOR. 
San Francisco, April 10, 1908. 

Dunfermline Meeting. 

The following is a list of contribu- 
tions made for the expenses of the 
meeting at Dumferline held by Vin- 
cent St. John and received by him: 

Joseph Spargo 25 

Frank Fink 25 

William Hillery 50 

Thos. Ballantyne 50 

Ellis Stempflin .25 

David Baker 50 

G. H. Smith 25 

Harley Cape 25 

Steve Shubert 25 

Burt Siders 25 

Willian Tollitt 25 

Joseph Dupnosso 25 

Nelson Lingenfelter 25 

Gilbert Ballantyne 50 

William N. Spargo 50 

C. Dawlar 25 

Harry Hawkins 25 

Ernest Tomkins 25 

Hugh Findlay 50 

D. O. Williams 50 

A. Graham 25 

Frank Lintry 2S 

Edin M. Gaw JSO 

Sam Saroshion JO 



WILLIAMS R EPLIES TO CRITICS 

And Shows Fallacies of the Croakers 
of "Veiled Dynamitism" 

Editor Industrial Union Bulletin r dressed to his friend Bolt* a m*mk. r 

The several "critics," both within and of the Central Committee of tneSe/ 

outside the columns of The Bulletin, national" in the United Sties' 

who have made "passes" or "feints" at Marx further declares in the same 

the central position taken by me : in my letter that "the political movement of 

New York address on "Industrial the working class has for h«n?»nnt 

Unionism and Politics," have all "missed and ultimate aim the conaue*t of tht 

the mark " Not only have they all political power for h. andT?re?uires! 

"missed the mark," but several of them, of course, that a previous on^lmEZ 

include the editor of the People have of the working cl& ™L?o7oi™ 

also given marvelous exhibitions of what economic struggles should have r*»of.~t 

the editor of The Bulletin justly calls a certain degr??of ma^ritv " 

"perverted controversy," Resolution IX, passed by the General 

My purpose in replying is not merely Council of the International of which 

Vi? .1° 8ct * ,e .. thc ,. du ? t l . 0 . f confusion Marx was a member, dSes ?hat " he 

which those 'critics with impure mo- political activity of the workina class is 

tivcs have purposely raised m clouds, necessary, and that this political activiti 

The development of events in the Amcr- is inseparable from its economic move- 

ican labor movement tn time will cause ment." cwnumic move- 

the dust to settle, and woe unto those Again : "The workimr cla«« »;it .«k 

wno then will stand revealed in their stitute, in the cou™ To? it ^ deveTopment* 

true colors. for the old order of civil society°a! as- 

Neither am I at all disturbed by such sociation which will excludTcl2se?and 

phrases as "veiled dynamitism/' "pomp- their antagonism, and there will So 

ous nonsense," "Haytiamsm," "subli- longer be political eower nrolwrt. 

mated duplicity," Anarchistic language." spefking, since SkaCwer S ZpW 

etc., which the editor of the People has the official form of the *ntLnJ<~! Z 

so plentifully coined and applied to my civil society 10 ™ the meaSe "he an- 

position in accordance with his own pur- tagonism between the proletariat and 

poses. Such phrases are no doubt use- the bourgeoisie is a struggle between 

ful in the process of "kicking up dust." elass and class," and "the struggle be- 

They may help for the time being to tween class and class is , T political 

conceal the baser motives of "scheming struggle." (Karl Marx "Pnve7tl «f 

intellectuals" like DeLeon, against whose Philosophy" (1M7) oa«s l».9 ? r • 

autocratic and Jesuitical methods in the Nowhere in the forgoing quotations. 

I. W. W. Williams, among others, has or in the sources (J . v hLh »u * 

taken a decided stand. But aside from ^^iSlSjTS^^^S? 

that they are but evidences of what De- ical action is fynonymo? with * 

Leon himself calls "mental bankruptcy" litical party in the ordinaV sense 

on the part of those who use them I testing with the capitalists the seatTS 

am not yet prepared to descend to that government, legisladve" executive a?d 

"plane of civilized discussion." On the judicial." On the contrarT the Diain 

con rary. I prefer to continue my ap- Inference from the above options is 

peal, as in the New York address, to that all means to the enH «f »^.?.s.:J- 

that sincere proletarian element in the political £>wer for the worWint^^ 

S. L P, and in the labor movement fhat powS which ^S^^Z 

generally, in whose integrity I have the the workers conscioualy as a chEJ 

utmost confidence against their masters as a class-Li su^h 

The Socialist Labor party has fur- mean, are legitimate pol ScaT^km 



nished some of the best and also some Resort to the ba l ot box and lis »h!f"° n ' 
of the worst recruits to the I. W. W. ^^i ^^d^tJSrjS^f'^ 
It is the attempt to "make the worse £ no ^ans in met!? . to^&i 'i 
appear the better" that I object to and 2iic5? Tome of the snerifir 
have objected to, not within the "last 5t%^JB&£S?tS 
the working class— means designed 



The general headquarters is now able 
to supply a new and especially useful 
leaflet on the forms and principles of the 
I. W. W. in Slavonian-Croatian, the 
price of which, prepaid, is $4.50 a thou- 
sand. 

Local 92, of Portland, Oregon, 
writes to inform headquarters that It 
endorses the resolution adopted by 
Local 320V of Worcester, Mass.. on 
the satire we recently printed and en- 
tided The New Dialectics," 



three months" only, but all the time dur- Ine vorxmor ia« m» 9n . t.. „.j ,„ 

ing the three years cr more that I have a^keSS SSdSSl taffiwirE 

0 ll n JtT£ tTTp t2?"£j!2 crs and to enab,e thc revolutionary pur- 

organizer for the S. L P. two years D osc of the labor ninvmMt ♦« 

ago I combated in Los Angeles and else- Self in "some^eneTa PfoL 

where the sectarian spirit exhibited by JJneh shall havT a general 

some of the S. L P. comrades. I op- oower"— were inHirat-H 1„ If. 

posed their attitude of looking upon the $° e ™ ^ York lectu?e fij rSJSf tt fZ 

I W W as a "child of the «; T P n • i J Icclu . re / reasons for not 

L^ng^e^guarSship anddoTe t %£ZM$S^Vl doStfcS 

pervision of its "parent", to keep it from ffial" wa y, but mereVasTsu^ 

straying from the "straight and narrow t ion of the nmhaht. .k! HK. 

path." I avoided that attitude in my t £^^„B^^ 

propaganda everywhere— in Arizona oonents in the ««« L«UI ^ 

among the miners, in California and £? m S an l%£ m 0 e f ft'"!' ** V ' 

Oregon among lumber workers, and Kneed "alo^g'that %£ffETt£ 

elsewhere. Experience taught me that the most part simply indulged ii i doV- 

onl- by a clear-cut T. W. W. propaganda, matic Miertion , K S that may 

recognizing and addressing to the non- f Hrn j s i, convenient •"warcrS.." tZ 

affiliation clause in its preamble, could ' bUnd f 0 ||Swc« of the iZd E?» mli? 

the forces of Industrial Unionism be re- ^^^^^q^r^ but ° ther " 
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A PARTING WORD. 

There comes a time in every man's career in the Industrial Union move- 
ment when, for the good of the movement itself, he must consider whether 
it may not be best served by his retirement from any position he may hold. 
For some months this consideration has been forced upon me. On account 
of failing health I sent in my resignation of the editorship of the INDUS- 
TRIAL UNION BULLETIN to the General Executive Board on March 1st, 
and with this issue of the paper my official connection ceases. 

More firmly convinced than at any time of the essential need of the 
economic organization to the cause of Socialism, it is not without regrets 
that I take this step. It is taken, however, 'with the fullest measure of con- 
fidence that the organization will more and more commend itself to the 
misled but awakening proletsriat and finally come to be universally recog- 
nized as the indispensable instrumentality to the unity of the working class 
on the industrial and political field and the final achievement of the Indus- 
trial Commonwealth. 

I desire, as my last word, to acknowledge the uniform considerate treat- 
ment I have received from my comrades and fellow-workers, and to wish 
them, one and all, the happiest culmination to the struggle in which they are 
engaged. 

A. S. EDWARDS. 



THE "HIGHER" PATRIOTISM. 

There is a "higher" patriotism in the United States of America, just 
as there is a "higher" education and a "higher" criticism in religion. The 
higher patriotism is based, not on a love of country, but the love of money. 
It is open to question whether there is anything new in such patriotism; 
at any rate it is the brand that thrives most flourishingly in the United 
States. The management of the congress of politicians, whom the people 
regard as their representatives, is in the hands of a small coterie of men who 
are lost to all sense of responsibility to the people. A man goes to Congress 
with the fires of patriotism burning in his breast and feels that he has been 
greatly honored by those who sent him. After his arrival he soon finds him- 
self assigned to one of two classes — the assignment depending upon his abili- 
ties; either he is admitted to the managing coterie or is never heard of 
more except in the "Congressional Record." Many who gain admittance to 
the managing coterie eventually tire of the "honor," because the pay of 
$7,500 a year (although probably seven times what they were formerly worth 
as individuals) is too small. They retire as Reed and Spooner did, as Lit- 
tlefield has done, to join the "higher" degree of patriots. They become the 
pliant tools of the great corporations to protect special interests and bunco 
the people who opened to them the gate of political opportunity. 

The other day Bryan said: "Political prominence is an asset in any 
kind of business." None know the truth of this quite so well as the patriots 
who graduate from Congress to the service of corporations, and whose duty 
it becomes by that service to defend criminals and defeat the people's will. 
The greater the prominence in politics, the larger the assets when one passes 
to the "higher" order of patriotism. The descendants of the Pilgrim fathers 
are mere money-grubbers and patriotism has fallen on evil days. 

ONE "MINISTER" ON RIGHT LINE. 
The "Wage Slave," printed at Hancock, Midi, and edited by A. M. Stir- 
ton, formerly a minister of the gospel, now an Industrial Union Socialist, 
says: 

"We notice that the Chicago Daily Socialist is always quite jubilant 
whenever it is able to chronicle the fact of a minister preaching a semi-so- 
cialistic sermon. It is 'another great step toward the Co-Operative Com- 
monwealth;' another 'milestone in the Socialist progress' in the eyes of our 
fellow workers and contemporary. 

"The Wage- Slave is dubious. The thing that we are afraid of, and our 
fears grow out of our past experience in the church, is that when it is once 
evident that Socialism is sure to win the churches will, on some pretext, an- 
nounce conversion to its principles and try to put themselves at the head of 
the movement and lead it If they can do this, they will lead it off into the 
bogs and quagmires of Compromise and Utopianism and away from a clean- 
cut revolutionary program, as sure as fate. We dread the Greeks when they 
come bearing gifts." 

Comrade Stirton indicates clearly what he means by "a clean-cut revo- 
lutionary program" when he answers the question editorially, "What Can a 
Man Do When He is Starving and Out of Work?" First the editor reviews 
the manifold answers that are usually given to this question, such as "cutting 
down living expenses," "praying to our heavenly father," "pinning one's 
faith to a pure and simple political Socialism," etc. Then he says: 

"We prefer to deal with prevention rather than with cure, considering 
an ounce of the former worth a pound of the latter. And so we recommend 
to the working people that, before they are reduced to their last crust, and 
are walking on their uppers, they organize Industrial Unions, after the man- 
ner of the I. W. W„ for the capture and control of industries in a democratic 
manner, so as to prevent panics, by giving the laborer the equivalent of all 
that he produces." 

So there is at least one ex-minister "in the movement" who has a good 
and valid reason for the "faith" that is in him. and has studied the materialist 
conception of history to some practical purpose. 



BASIS FOR WORKING-CLASS UNITY. 
Now that the Western Federation of Miners by adopting the confus- 
ing referendum fixed up and submitted by Chas. H. Moyer, has been mis- 
lead into repudiating unity of the working class of this country on the in- 
dustrial field, and, instead of standing true to the repeated and lusty pro- 
fessions made by its officers, is coquetting with the organizations that are 
irrevocably committed to craft unionism and capitalist interests, the In- 
dustrial Workers of the World reaffirms its basis of unity, which first ap- 
peared in our answer to the impudent "invitation" of the officers of the 
W. F. M„ and which signally failed of its purpose: 

First All present executive officers of any organization participating in 
the convention, must sign a pledge that they will resign from their positions 
and not accept the nomination for any executive office, nor stand for election 
as executive officer or organiser in the general organization to be formed 
or any of the bodies represented and installed; neither shall any of the 
incumbents in an executive office of either of the aforesaid bodies accept an 
office in the organisation or a commission as salaried organizer for a term 
of at least five years; 

Second: The organization to be formed must repudiate the sacred con- 
tract, check-off systems and excessive fining systems; no "industrial auton- 
omy" subterfuge shall prevent the full exposure and disciplining of organisa- 
tions, where such appalling systems are in operation; 

Third: No man or woman shall be permitted to accept a position as 
either executive officer or organizer of the general organisation, or a sub- 
ordinate part thereof (this to include all national unions as well as depart- 



ments), unless he or she is fully conversant with the facts and principles of 
the class struggle and endorses the program that the CAPITALIST SYS- 
TEM OF SOCIETY AND CAPITALIST GOVERNMENT MUST BE 



SUPPLANTED BY THE INDUSTRIAL COMMONWEALTH AND 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF INDUSTRIES BY THE ORGANIZED 
PROLETARIAT; 

Fourth: Any executive officer who is interested by either actual part- 
nership or as beneficiary in the proceeds of any institution in which wage 
workers are exploited shall forfeit all rights and privileges in the organiza- 
tion to be formed: 

Fifth: No general executive officer of the organization, or parts thereof, 
or any salaried organizer shall be permitted to accept any office in any 
political organization, nor shall they be allowed to accept nomination for any 
"' 1 office, except permission is granted by a referr- J - -" 8 



political 



uerendum vote of the 



:e, except permission ia granted by i 
membership of the entire organization; 

Sixth: AO craft anion labels, without exception, must be r 
as being instruments to keep the workers divided, and tending to 
craft union monopolies on the basis of a mutual undemanding 
manufacturers and craft union leaders; 

Seventh: All transactions of the ca etu U fe officers of tiki organization 
or subordinate parts thereof shall be carried on with fan knowledge by 
tfaa membership; rituals, passwords, secret sans, compulsory hartal earn, 
monies, as in operation fat the United Hb»l9**m%*2R* 



"FAIRY TALES" OF AN EDITOR TRITURATED. 

Thus salth the editor of the New Orleans Picayune in his editorial col- 
umns of April 12, 1908: 

Tennyson, the poet wrote something about the fairy tales of science. 
A fairy tale is the mere creation of the imagination with no foundation 
in fact, and that is what induced the poet laureate to employ the 
aion he did in regard to some of the theories of the scientists." 
Here is the passage from Tennyson referred to by the editor, and I sub- 
mit that no such meaning can be twisted into it: 

"i?? r 5 * bou ) tn « beach I wandered, nourishing * youth sublime, 
With the fairy talea of aclence, and the Ions reaulta of time; 
When the centurlea behind me like a fruitful land repoaed; 
And I dun* to all the preaent for the prom lee that It closed: 
When I dipt Into the future far aa human eye could see; 
Baw the vlalon of the world, and all 'the wonder that would be." 
The quotation is from "Locksley Hall," a poem written by Tennyson 
before he waa ruined by being elevated to be "poet laureate;" it is one of his 
few revolutionary poems, and it is a glorification of science; its whole struc- 
ture shows that when it was written the poet was in rebellion against the 
whole present social structure because he had been unjustly separated from 
the woman he loved and who loved him; as witness mis other quotation: 
"Better thou and I were lylns. hidden from the heart'a disgrace. 
Rolled In one another * arma, and silent In the laat embrace. 
Cursed be the social wants that sin against the strength of youthl 
Cursed be the social lies that warp us from the living truth! 
Cursed be the sickly forms that err from honest Nature's rulel 
Cursed be the gold that gilds the straightened forehead of a fool!" 
And farther on the poet cries: 

"What Is that which I should turn to, lighting upon days like these? 
Kvery door Is barred with gold, and opens but to golden keys." 

And again, as hope revives: 

Men, my brothers, men the workers, ever reaping something new; 

- * " "lings that they • 



That which they have done but earnest of the things that t 



r shall do.' 



And, after reviewing all the wonder that was and seeing with prophetic 
i "all the wonder that would be," he says: 



"Far along the world-wide whisper of the south-wind rushing warm, 
With the standards of the peoples plunging through the thunderstorm; 
Till the war-drum throbbed no longer, and the battle-flags were furled 
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world." 
And, in a mighty climax, after spurning the thought of returning to sav- 
agery to escape the turmoil of the battlefield of progress, he cries: 
"Ucttrr fifty years of Kuropo than a cycle of Cathay!" 
So cried this poet end so has cried every "Bright and Morning Star" of 
the human race, from Lucifer to Christ, and from Christ to Marx. And it is 
a shame that anyone should take the things which they have said and try 
to twist them against that which they upheld, for to science we owe all the 
wonder that is and will owe all the wonder that is to be. When Tennyson 
spoke of the "fairy tales of science" he meant, in common language, mat the 
truth is always more strange, more beautiful, and more wonderful than fiction, 
and this statement is proven true by the whole structure of "Locksley Hall." 

But should you desire to read a fairy tale of science do not read this 
poem, but read instead the "Picayune's" editorial under the caption: "No 
Absolute Liberty, and no Absolute Equality," wherein the great editor puts 
words into the mouths of earth's sages that they never uttered, and men 
goes on to prove them liars. Listen to what he says: 

"In every age of the world there have been thinkers and theorists 
who have occupied themselves in declaring the wrong and injustice per- 
petrated upon the vast masses of human beings by the inequalities in 
their special and general condition, and in the restraints of law, religion 
and custom under which they exist." 

All of which is true, but one truth that seems to have been forgotten by 
the editor is that one of the very greatest of these "thinkers and theorists" 
who so occupied himself was Jesus Christ, the Carpenter of Nazareth, whom 
the editor worships as his God to-day. And then the editor asks: 

"Why are some wealthy and fully supplied with this world's goods 
while others are poor and without reliable means of subsistence? This 
earth on which mankind has been placed is a common heritage and 
property of the entire population. Why do some enjoy possession of 
great shares of its lands and their gifts, while others have nothing but 
the air they breathe and are suffering for every necessary of life?" 
In the first place it is false that "this earth is a common heritage and 
property of the entire population," and it is for the reason that this is not 
true that "some are wealthy and fully supplied with this world's goods while 
others are poor and without reliable means of subsistence:" for, only of those 
who own the earth can it be truly said that they have a "common heritage 
and property" in it; and, so holding it they can and do deny its use to the 
balance of mankind, and by this denial "enjoy possession of great shares of 
its lands and their gifts," while, by the fact that they do not own, millions 
of "others have nothing but the air they breathe and are sufferipg for every 
necessary of life." It is this denial of "common property" in the earth that 
is responsible for the millions of idle, starving workers in this and other 
lands to-day, and it is worse than a fairy tale of science to assert, as does 
the editor, that the reason for the infamous inequality in the possession of 
wealth that exists today Is due to the inequality of the personal attributes of 
individuals, for it follows as the night the day that if he and his class claim 
to own the earth and the social machinery upon it, and I and my class recog- 
nize that claim of ownership as valid, that we are disinherited, own no prop- 
erty, and can exist pnly upon the sufferance of the class that owns— that they 
are wealthy, no matter though every individual among them be a Thaw or an 
Orchard; that we are poor and enslaved though every one of us be a Christ 
or an Emmett. 

It is true that "as star differeth from star in glory, so one man differs 
from another," but it is not true that the difference between wealth and 
poverty is one of individual attributes; nor it is true, as the editor asserts, 
that "every creature that is capable of an aspiration, a hope or an ambition 
wants to rise above others;" that "each wishes to climb, and while he may 
down somebody in the process he desires success at any cost to others;" for, 
if this were true, Christ never would have ascended the cross, Emmett's glo- 
rious life never would have ended upon the gallows, Marx never would have 
starved his mighty heart through so many long and dreary years to die in 
misery, Lee never would have given up the generalship of the Union armies 
and all that went with it to lead the Confederacy to predestined defeat; and 
it is not true by the very fact that the human race loves, honors and adores, 
not those who crushed it seeking for personal success at any cost but those 
who gave their lives for the uplifting of the race. Ruling classes, and not 
humanity, are the worshippers of Constantines and Attilas; as it is ruling 
classes, and not humanity, that reasons, per the editor, thusly: 

"Socialism will never succeed on its own merits, but it will lead the 
way to a terrible political and social revolution like that of 1789-1799 in 
France. It was the 'Reign of Terror' that brought forth Bonaparte. 
Order is not only heaven's first law, but no human society can exist with- 
out laws and governmental control. It was the necessity for public 
order and the protection of society that brought Napoleon out of the 
French social deluge. Despotism alone can deliver human society from 
chaos." 

I will agree that if the' "merits" of Socialism are as rotten as are those 
the editor imputes to it, that it "will never succeed on its merits;" but, seeing 
that Socialism is the antithesis of all that the editor declares it to be, I am 
more than ever convinced that it will succeed and humanity be freed from 
despotism forever. 

And, as for a "reign of terror," the working class organized into the 
Industrial Workers of the World will take care that neither the capitalist 
class nor the social vultures in its employ will be able to cause another such 
catastrophe. But, while we are on this subject, the editor should know that 
the "reign of terror" was not produced by the working class, but by a revo- 
lution of the capitalist class against the feudal nobility and the church; yet 
however that may be, we have learned our lesson from it as we have learned 
a deeper and bitterer lesson from the fate of the Commune of Paris, that first 
feeble attempt of workingmen to set up an Industrial Democracy. 

We have learned our lesson, and we are building to-day on a foundation 
that will prevent any Bonaparte, Napoleon or otherwise, from again betray- 
ing the cause of humanity; so there is no need to worry over this phase of 
the question. As to "order" being "heaven's first law;" that is true; but if it 
is true, it follows that we are living in hell to-day, for there can be no order 
in a system of society that is so organized that it compels men to tear each 
others' hearts out in order to exist; in a system of society, like the present 
cr capitalist system, that denies the unity of the universe and the oneness of 
the race, there can be no "order," and its "laws" are no laws, for they are 
neither human nor natural, but are the will of a minority forced upon the 
majority of the race with dungeons and bayonets. When "law" has to rest 
upon such a foundation, it is only a' question of time when it will be abolished, 
and it is the divine right of men so to do, and a right declared, proclaimed and 
successfully defended by the heroes of Valley Forge. The editor closes with 
this assertion which all history denies and which is a denial of the principles 
on which this government is supposed to rest; he says, "Despotism alone can 
deliver human society from chaos." Had the editor spoken in plain American 
~ said what he really meant he would have said: "Despotism alone 
class from its impending doom; despotism alone 
can prevent the establishment of the Socialist Commonwealth; despotism 
■>«ne can stop the working class from freeing the human race." 

But capitalist editors, like capitalist politicians, rarely speak the language 
t are thinking, so the editor said! "Desnotiam alone can deliver human 



can deliver the capitalist class from its impending doom; despotism alone 
can prevent the establishment of the Socialist Commonweal 
alone can stop the working class from freeing the human race.' 

But capitalist editors, like capitalist politicians, rarely speak 
they are thinking, so the editor said: "Despotism alone can deliver 
society from chaos," when, as a matter of fact history proves that despotism 
and chaos are interchangeable terms, for when s despot takes charge of 
society all law ia siispended and there can be no order, and by the very fact 
that everything depends upon the despofs will and whim, which most cer- 
tainly must destroy law and order, and for the reason that law and order are 



not an outcome of an Individual's will, but are the products of social evolution. 
That "despotism" and "law sad order" are not syn o nym o us terms is 



proven by the action of President Roosevelt in taking away the mailing 
privileges of "La Questions Socials" when the law said that those 
could not be taken sway, once granted, without a trial; sad by Us 
denou ncing men about to lac e a Jury for their live s aa " undesirs ble . 
whan the law says that every man is entitled to aa I mp a r tial and unpn 
hearing ef the charges mads against him: for in these tmtaacss ws 1 
soulof dispo ti s m, tie substitution of an mdividuals wffl in the pises 



i by savages; an of which proves, tf 



of tows 
can be proven, 



that despotism and chaos are one and the same thing and mean the destruc- 
tion of law and order. ...... 

Only' when the working class carries out its historic mission by seizing 
the machinery of production and the powers of the government and declares 
the Industrial Democracy will there be any such things aa law and order, for 
then, and only then, will law be aa expression of Justice, out of which order- 
will flow as a matter of course. 

In an anti-social in a class divided system of society, Justice is a byword; 
law and oppression spell the same thing; order only means the power of a 
man or class to relieve another of the products of his or its toil; and it will 
take a bigger man, a more able despot, than Theodore Roosevelt to maintain 
the Plunderbund of Capital 

"The people" will yet be free: as they have buret the chains of other 
slaveries so will they burst this laat chain with which the capitalist seeks to 
keep them bound— the chain forged in the bouse of Gold and Mammon. 

Closing, I quote again Tennyson's prophetic words, which are already 
coming true: 



I hear the workers coming < 
the Marseillaise la rlng««« >< 
The last two lines are mine. 

New Orleans, La. 



COVINGTON HALL. 



Where Do We Stand? 

The history of all social movements 
is a history of continual change in time- 
honored methods of tactics. A social 
movement cannot follow cut-and-dried 
plans, no matter what far-seeing genius 
may have made them. Once it does not 
adapt its tactics to the changed social 
conditions it ceases to make any prog- 
ress. 

The industrial life of the United 
States underwent a change within the 
last ten years or so, that questions the 
correctness of our position towards 
unionism. If not wholly incorrect, as 
some claim, it at least beggars a clearer 
statement as to our position. 

The Socialist movement as a class 
movement must draw its main support 
from the working class, especially from 
that part which is organized. Further- 
more, the best material for the Socialist 
movement is that part of the working 
class which recognizes the class strug- 
gle. The class struggle is not a fetish, 
but it is the compass of all class move- 
ments. It is the basic principle of the 
Socialist philosophy, an understanding 
of which by the rank and file insures 
the party's correct tactics. Whenever 
we deviate from the class struggle we 
are sure to go wrong. 

It would therefore seem plausible for 
us to support that economic organiza- 
tion that recognizes the class struggle, 
and drills its members to a correct un- 
derstanding of it. It is just the reverse. 
Not only do we support an economic 
organization of the working class that 
constantly endeavors to blind its mem- 
bership to the existence of the class 
struggle, but some of our newspapers 
carried on a campaign of silence or mis- 
representation against a class-conscious 
economic organization, thus holding up 
to scorn and ridicule our boasted ''neu- 
trality" towards trade unionism. 

Some earnest workers in the move- 
ment claim that no Socialist can argue 
against industrial unionism; it is just 
as much the coming form of economic 
organization as trustification is the in- 
evitable form of industrial development. 
They even go further and coolly and 
logically point out how industrial de- 
velopment has made the old form of 
trade unionism obsolete, unable to fight 
with any degree of success the battles 
of labor. 

Others, students, observers and par- 
ticipants in the labor movement, after 
careful study and observation of these 
two wings of the working class move- 
ment, have come to the conclusion that 
the former — the labor movement — must 
change its form of organization from 
craft unionism to industrial unionism, 
and the latter— the Socialist movement 
— mnst change its position and work co- 
operatively with the new industrial or- 
ganization, if they are to make any 
progress in the bettering of the working 
class and the abolishment of the cap- 
italist system. 

Fortunately, I can read the language 
of a people thousand* Of miles away 
and I find that one of the most promi- 
nent men in the Socialist movement of 
that country (Roumania), Dr. Rackow- 
sky. in a recent article which appeared 
in the Socialist monthly, Viitorul Social, 
savs: "Our success lies in the con- 
sciousness and the power of the prole- 
tariat. This explains the entire impor- 
tance we give to the syndicalist move- 
ment, which is not only a means of bet- 
tering the condition of the working 
class, but also the bedrock upon whose 
basis alone can be reared a healthy So- 
cialist movement." 

He knows whereof he speaks. The 
Socialist movement of his country has 
had the experience that brought home 
to them the soundness of this claim. 
Reaching a position where It had two 
representatives in parliament, daily and 
weekly newspapers and was attracting 
tne attention of the people, a few well 
directed blows from the hands of the 
government, made it totter like a house 
of cards. There was no real working 
class organization to stand by it. The 
intellectuals and semi-proletarians left 
it after the first skirmish. 

One may safely say that our promises 
to better the condition of the working 
class in proportion as we gain political 
power, will meet tragic end. unless there 
is some organization of the industrial 
proletariat to back our political de- 
mands. 

It does not follow from such a posi- 
tion that the economic movement is of 
more importance than the political. 
There can be no comparison. One sup- 
plements the other. One without the 
other is incomplete and consequently 
ineffective.— Mr. Mendelson in Socialist 
Review. 



for her husband, interfere with the 
progress of the organization by being 
a member of a mixed local? 

Some assert that we have no griev- 
ance against the capitalist class, there- 
fore we have no place in the union. Our 
grievance is against our husbands, if we 
are dissatisfied with our condition. 

I believe the married woman of the 
working class is no parasite nor ex- 
ploiter. She is a social producer. In 
order to sustain herself, she has to sell 
her labor power, either in the factory, 
directly to the capitalist, or at home, 
indirectly, by serving the wage slave, 
her husband, thus keeping him in work- 
ing condition through cooking, washing 
and general hausekeeping. 

Her being a mother and a house- 
keepers are two different functions. 
One is her. maternal, and the other is 
her industrial function in society. And 
as an industrial factor in society, I be- 
lieve the wage slave's wife has got a 
right to belong to a mixed locaL I 
think it should be encouraging for 
workingmen to see women enter their 
ranks and, shoulder to shoulder, fight 
for economic freedom. 

Civilization denied us the right of ex- 
pressing our political opinion at the bal- 
lot box; will the economic organization, 
the I. W. W., our only hope, exclude us, 
and deny us the right to record our dis- 
content against the capitalist system? 

Will the Editor please answer in Tax 
Bulletin ? 

Yours for the emancipation of the 
working class, 

SOPHIE VASILIO. 
San Francisco, Cal. 

fNote.— No reason is apparent why a 
woman, married and wishing to aid 
in the propaganda work, should not be 
admitted to a mixed local; but no pro- 
vision is made for such a person when 
the mixed local ends its activities and 
trie members take their places in indus- 
trial unions. It is a matter to which 

Ed*? u° Tent{on wU1 Hve attention. 
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Women in the L W. W. 

To the Editor of The Bulletin: 

1. Is a msrried woman of the work- 
ing class a chattel slave or a wage 
slave? 

2. Has she the right to belong to a 
mixed local of the f W. W.? 

I ask these questions because objec- 
..jn has been raised by some member 
of the Denver local to the effect that a 
married woman, a housekeeper, has no 
right to belong to a w oiklu gnien's or- 



I wish to be made clear as to the at- 
..iude of the general organization on 
this matter. 

As far as I know, the purpose of a 
_ Jxed local is to educate and organize 
branches of different industries when 
are enough members to form s 
that keeps bouse 
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of the ballot"? If so, DeLeon is either 
frailty of what he accused Williams of 
at the time, viz., of "falsifying history," 
or he is a very superficial student there- 
of. Listen to what the historian, Lis- 
sagaray, says on, this point: 

The Central Committee conducted 
the entire population to the ballot box. 

* * • The election [ for the Commune] 
were to be conducted with the lists of 
February, and in the usual manner; 
only the committee had expressed the 
wish that for the future open voting 
should be considered the only mode 
worthy of the democratic principles. 
All the faubuorgs | working class dis- 
tricts] obeyed and gave an open vote. 

* * * The adhesion and convocation 
of the mayors, dissipating all scruple, 
also made the bourgeois quarters vote. 
The election became legal since pleni- 
potentiaries of the government had 
given their consent. Two hundred and 
eighty-seven thousand men voted, rela- 
tively a far greater number than in the 
elections of February. • • * The 
elections were conducted in a way be- 
coming a free people. At the approach 
to the halls, no police, no intrigues. 

* • * This lightning would have made 
the blind to sec; 287,000 voters, 200.000 
men with the same watchword. This 
was not a secret committee, a handful of 
factious rioters and bandits, as had been 
said for ten days. Here as an immense 
force at the service of a definite idea— 
tommunial independence, the intelleguat 
life of France— an invaluable force in 
this time of universal anaemia, a god- 
send as precious as the compass saved 
from the wreck and saving the sur- 
vivors. This was one of those great 
historical turning points when a people 
may be remodeled." (Lissazaray. "His- 
tory of the Commune of 1871," pages 
124 to 130.) 

Why, then, did the Paris Commune 
turn out a "disaster"? Surely not' be- 
cause the Communards resorted to 
"physical force exclusively," and "re- 
jected the ballot"? For the answer to 
the above question, however, I respect- 
fully "recommend" to DeLeon "the care- 
ful reading" of the above quoted work, 
"which may be obtained from the literary 
agency of the Socialist Labor party.' 
It may be well to remark in this connec- 
tion that the Communards, notwithstand- 
ing their use of the ballot as above de- 
scried, were called "anarcnists," "dyna- 
miters," etc., without any qualifying ad- 
jectives, by their capitalist enemies. 

Another point raised by DeLeon and 
Arnold is their objection to Williams 
expressing his "personal opinion" on a 
matter which they assert has been "offi- 
cially" settled by the I. \V. W. Arnold, 
after criticising Williams for giving his 
"opinion only," then proceeds to give his 
(Arnold's) opinion on the "plain mean- 
ing" of the second clause in the pre- 
amble, and sets that up as the "offi- 
cial" declaration of the 1. W. W. I will 
take up that point in connection with the 
following extract from a "Daily People" 
editorial of April 14 : 

"Having been 'caught red-handed at 
Arlington Hall expressing views at vari- 
ance with the preamble of the organiza- 
tion, and that fly in the face of the ex- 
press and repeated actions of the I. W. 
\V. conventions, and the incident hay- 
ins been reported in the 'People,' Wil- 
liams has ever since been yelling "Mis- 
representation, and writing far and wide 
to the same effect." 

This "matter calls for light. A bit 
of history, most of which "arc matters 
of public record." the remainder of 
which may be verified, will settle the 
question as to whether or not the I. W. 
W. has "officially" interpreted the sec- 
ond paragraph of the preamble. At the 
third convention of the I. W. W. an at- 
tempt to get the convention to officially 
pass upon the meaning of the preamble 
in relation to political action was made 
through the introduction of the follow- 
ing resolution by Delegate Foote of Lo- 
cal 224. Wichita. Kansas : 

"Whereas. The I. W. W. is based on 
the class conflict in society, recognizing 
the integral organization of the working 
cla«s in capitalist industry ; and 

"Whereas. The I. W. W does pro- 
claim me commonwealth of labor by am 
through the co-ordination of the indus 
trial proletariat within the domain of 
capitalist industrv in lieu of mass or- 
ganization within the realm of bour- 
geois administrative affairs; therefore 

^-Resolved. That the I. W. W. seeks 
its political expression only in its indus 
trial administration." 

This resolution was discussed for sev- 
eral hours by the Committee on Const! 
tution. whose members were DeLeon, 
Finite. Hapenscn. Williams and French, 
the last-named being absent. Finally 
DeLeon wrote the following resolution, 
which became the unanimous recom 
mendation of the Committee on Consti 
tution to the convention : 

"Whereas. The proposition does not 
contemplate a constitutional change or 
an altering of the wording of the pre- 
amble, but is simply the utterance of m 
interpretation of the organization; be it 

"Resolved. That this committee rccom- 
mittce recommends the adoption of the 
said interpretation as correct (UNA> 
l.\KKS»Ll' carried by the committee.) 

When the Foote resolution came be- 
fore the convention with the commit- 
tee* recommendation. DeLeon arose and 
offered the following explanation 

"Del. DeLeon : 1 think tt is necessary 
to state to this convention how the mat- 
ter came before us. If you notice, these 
are resolutions. We have no jurisdic- 
tion over a resolution unless the resolu- 
tion implies a constitutional change. 
This resolution was passed to the U>m- 
mittec on Resolutions, and that com- 
mittee in its wisdom passed it over to 
u« Now. we did not care to send the 
resolution back to the committee, so we 
considered the best way was to dispose 
of the proposed resolution by recom- 
mending its adoption on the ground that 
the resolution does not contemplate any 
change whatever in the 
stated m the closing words of the com- 
mittee's recommendation. Will — 
kindly read the closing liner f w 

"Del. Williams : "That, the t W. W. 
seeks its political expression only in its 
own industrial administration. w 

-Del. DeLeon : That the L W. W. 
seeks its political expression only in us 
own industrial atoin.st ration.' jnfjj* 
embodies the 



that action so as to save time and pre- 
vent this from being sent back and for- 
ward." 

A hot discussion ensued, and Delegate 
Foote made a long speech in support of 
his resolution, in the midst of which he 
interrogated DeLeon as to whether his 
views were in accordance with Foote's. 
DeLeon's only reply was: 

"Del. DeLeon: Not with your pres- 
sent explanation." 

That is the only reply from DeLeon I 
have seen up to date. 

As to Williams' subsequent attitude 
outside of the committee, that is best 
explained by the stenographic report, 
which reads: 

"Del. Williams: Although I voted in 
committee in favor of the adoption of 
this resolution, I want to say that on 
further study I am opposed to it. I am 
onoosed to it because it opens up again 
the question of what this preamble 
means, and I don't believe that this body 
has any right to make a definite inter- 
pretation of the meaning of that pre- 
amble. I do not believe that this body 
can do that; that it can give an inter- 
pretation that will be satisfactory and 
that will avoid in future the discussions 
that we have had in the past regarding 
the meaning of the second clause in the 
preamble. I shall therefore vote against 
the adoption of the resolution." 

The Foote resolution was defeated by 
the following vote: For, 24; against, 
128. Both DeLeon and Williams voted 
against the resolution, Williams for the 
reason above given; DeLeon without 
giving any reason. Furthermore, up to 
the present time DeLeon has given no 
reason publicly for so voting. 

A recent letter from Fellow Worker 
Foote assures me that my New York 
lecture "shows that I have grasped the 
full import of his resolution." Whether 
or not that is the case, is not the ques- 
tion. The point is that, contrary to the 
contention of DeLeon. Arnold and 
others, the I. W. W. has not up to date 
placed itself on record "officially" as to 
the specific interpretation of the political 
clause in the Preamble. It is still a de- 
batable question as to the "specific po- 
litical action" the working class organ- 
ized in the I. W. W. will resort to in its 
march towards emancipation^ On the 
other hand, if we accept Marx's defini- 
tion of the "class struggle as a political 
struggle," it is not a debatable question 
that the working class will unite polit- 
ically as well as industrially. Thus the 
present wording of the Preamble remains 
ntact, and Williams, among other al- 
leged "anti-political actionists," is in ac- 
cord with the Preamble. The develop- 
ment of events will in time determine 
whose interpretation is correct. Again 
I must remark that in the above quota- 
tion from the "Daily People" DeLeon is 
cither deliberately "falsifying history, 
or is displaying his superficiality in mat' 
ters of vital theoretical import. 

Now rushes into the arena Mrs. Olive 
M. Johnson, of Fruit vale. Cat., who, in 
the "Daily People" of April 7, uses three 
and a quarter columns of space to point 
out "The Pitfalls of Veiled Dynamitism, 
or Pompous Nonsense" (heading is De- 
Leon's). Among others, Mrs. Johnson 
discovers a "pitfall" in my statement: 

The I. W. W. makes clear to the 
workers that an immediate improvement 



r^yVthat the^l WJs.w.y 
of which everything else f**"*"*-^ 
develop. And we therefore proposed 



of their condition is possible only through 
Industrial Unionism. Thus the I. W. 
W. saves the working class from the 
pitfalls of reactionary reform move- 
ments and from the allurements of cap- 
italist political issues." 

Mrs. Johnson says regarding the 
above statement that "from the very first 
day the I. W. W. began its agitation the 
notion implied in the above quotation 
has constituted its most serious mis- 
take." The logic of her argument that 
follows cannot better be summed up 
than by an assumed speech delivered 
from an I. W. W. platform by one hold 
ing Mrs. Johnson's views: 

Working men and working women 

of : 1 am speaking here tonight 

as a representative of the 1. W. W. Join 
the economic organization of the 
ing class. But remember, the I. W. W, 
offers you absolutely no hope of im- 
proving your conditions until you have 
established the co-operative common- 
wealth. You cannot raise wages— the 
A. P. of L has demonstrated that ; you 
cannot reduce hours of labor, nor can 
you gain any other immediate benefits, 
directly or indirectly, through Industrial 
Unionism. You will always be defeated 
in your skirmishes (strikes) with your 
masters, because 'the labor movement 
does not proceed from victory to vic- 
tory, but from defeat to defeat to final 
victory.' Therefore, fellow workers, 
join the I. W. W. and get licked. But. 
again, some of us arc not in favor of 
the I. W. W.'s having anything to do 
with skirmishes (strikes) between work- 
ers and capitalists, because 'that must 
necessarily waste its energy, its force. 
Besides, 'it is bound to get into encoun 
ters with the capitalist, that sooner or 
later must become physical. Under such 
circumstances how in the name of com 
mon sense arc you going to prevent dis- 
aster?' (Mrs. J.) Never mind what 
Karl Marx says on the foregoing propo- 
sitions. Marx needs to be amended 
generally. Of course. I used to be 
Marxist mvsclf. although Marx says he 
wasn't, and I guess he was right. Any- 
way, the old German exile is out of date. 
1 prefer to follow the teachings of the 
petty bourgeois anarchist,' Proudhon, 
of Citizen Weston and others whose 
views (similar to mine) Marx spent 
many years and much labor in the Euro- 
pean movement trying to combat, lo 
prove that strikes rre only pitfalls, 1 1 
need but cite two classic examples in 
which that fellow Williams was instru- 
mental in leading groups of workers to 
their defeat. I refer to 'the lumber 
strikes in Portland. Oregon, and Eureka. 
Cal.* Of course. I shall have to admit 
that Williams was not in Portland when 
the strike started, nor did he take 
hand in the agitation leading uo to 
Besides. I am aware that a reporter for 
the Oregon Journal said this about the 
strike: 'A single *tnkc of the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World, with its 
Blowing enthusiasm, its drills in workmi 
cla«s tactics, and its hundreds of 
speeches, makes more revolutionists than 
■ whole season of agitation by the so- 
cialist party. I shall also J™ to fdn* 
that Williams dkl not call the Eureka 
strike That strike was an A. F. of 1 
Srikt involving I- W. W men, it 
true: but called and directed by put 
and-shnple leaders, who blocked every 
Sort of William, and rthersto. 
unity of tcrtonofthe two organization 
and as a consequence led their men to 



defeat. But never mind, those two 
strikes prove my argument that strikes 
only 'pitfalls,' and some of us I. W. 
people don't want anything to do 
with pitfalls of that kind. Gracious, 
no I Finally, if the I. W. W. Preamble 
and other things of that sort do not up- 
hold my logic, I shall appeal to the So- 
cialist Labor Party, which / say 'has 
persistently pointed out to the workers 
that improvement of their condition is 
possible only through the establishment 
of the Socialist Republic,' and which I 
further say 'has demonstrated that the 
labor movement does not march from 
victory to victory until it finally wins 
"I, but that on the contrary, it is bound 
march from defeat to defeat, until 
... energy and experience finally cul- 
minate in the final great victory— the 
Social Revolution." (Mrs. J.) JLoud 
and prolonged applause from one pair 
of hands at 28 City Hall Place, New 
York.] 

There you have the "Pitfalls of 
Veiled Dynamitism or Pompous Non- 
sense," as revealed by "that remarkable 
woman" from California! I leave her 
and the logic of her position to the ten- 
der mercies of the American working 
class. 

Just one more point in closing. It is 
not a vital point, only in so far as it 
tends to illustrate the difference between 
the methods of Williams and those of 
DeLeon in particular. In reporting my 
Arlington Hall lecture in the "Daily 
People" of March 13, DeLeon says: 

"In answer to a question he [Will- 
iams] advised the S. L P. to disband, 
and expressed the view that it was dying 
" not dead, anyhow." 

The question asked me by a member 

J the audience was : "In view of your 
position, would you advise the S. L P. 
disband?" I answered as follows: 

. am not a member of the Socialist 
Labor Party, and am not advising that 
organization as to what it should do in 
a matter of that sort. The question of 
ilishanding will have to be decided by 
the S. L P. membership itself. But if 
the S. L P. allows itself to assume a 
reactionary attitude toward the economic 
organization and to retard thereby the 
growth and development of the I. W. W. 
—then the S. L. P. might as well dis- 
band." 

Another statement in the same "re- 
port" deserves notice for the same rea- 
son: 

"The only dearly expressed thought 
uttered by Williams in his closing re- 
marks, or throughout his speech for 
that matter, was: 'DeLeon showed an 
absolute lack of knowledge of Indus- 
trial Unionism?* [Again loud and pro 
longed applause from the same two pair 
of hands in the hall.]" 
What Williams did say was this 
If DeLeon claims that my description 
of the form of organization of the I. 
W. W. [same as in printed lecture] 
tallies with A. F. of L. industrialism 
which DeLeon did not claim], then 
)cLcon simply shows he docs not un- 
derstand the form of the I. W. W." 

As with Mrs. Johnson, I leave Dc 
Leon and his methods to the tender 
mercies of the American working class. 

Finally, comrades of the S. L. P. and 
all others, the duty of the hour is plain. 
Regardless of whether or not the I. W. 
W. will "set up a political party in the 
ordinary sense," regardless of_ what 
may be the "specific political action of 
th; labor movement" in its march to 



emancipation— the duly oj the hour de- 



mands' the unbuilding of the economic 
organisation. Repudiate sectarian 
methods. Insist that the I. ; W. 
needs no "shields" which shield, 
from the masters, but from the work 
crs who arc kept out of the I. W. W. 
by warring "political fanatics." "The 
1. W. W. is a way out of which every- 
thing' else will develop." Let us "make 
traight the way." 

B. H. WILLIAMS. 
New York, April 16. 



Executive Board Matters. 

To The Members of the G. E. B. . 
the I. W. W.: You will find in anoth- 
er envelope several documents, which 
should have your immediate attention. 

First: (Marked 1). By-laws of Local 
Union No. 173 of San Francisco, Cal. 
State any objectionable clauses. 

Second: (Marked 2). Commumca- 
.ions exchanged between the local in 
Rhyolite and general headquarters. At 
the present rate, as the local is paying 
$6.00 per day for a business agent, the 
same will be on the rocks soon; and 
then headquarters will likel/ receive a 
request to do more for the district in 
organizing. 

Third: (Marked 3.) Communication 
from local union No. 64 of Minneapolis, 
in re withdrawal of local from the Dis 
trict Council. 

The reasons why I submit this com- 
munication arc based on ti. : ruling given 
by the undersigned that Local Union No. 
64 could not receive stamps from head- 
quarters after said local had notified 
headquarters that they had withdrawn 
from the Industrial District Council. 
Notice of that ruling was also sent to the 
secretary of the Industrial District 
Council, with the request that 
I. D. C. of Minneapolis and 
Paul submit their side of the contro- 
versy, which seems to exist in said In- 
dustrial District Council. However, 
the secretary of the Industrial District 
Council informed headquarters that 
same disbanded immediately after Local 
Union No. 64 had withdrawn, so that 



trial Union, or a Department Organi- 
sation, shaft receive their due stamps 
through the Industrial District Council, 
wherever such a central body is in exist- 
ence. , 

The adverse features can be eliminated 
if propositions which I submit in another 
communication will be carried out and 
rigidly enforced. 

Fourth (Marked 4) Communication 
from the General Secretary Treasurer 
of the United Brotherhood of Tailors 

id my answer. 

Few points of explanation are needed. 
The United Brotherhood of Tailors is 
composed of clothing workers who were 
dissatisfied with the United Garment 
workers, and organized as an independ- 
ent body about a year ago. The pre- 
amble of the I. W. W. was submitted 
the membership for a referendum 
vote; several communications were re- 
ceived in the last few weeks from cloth- 
ing workers in different places who 
wanted to ascertain the relations be- 
tween the United Brotherhood of Tail- 
ors and the Industrial Workers of the 
World. 
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I have sent out call to textile work- 
ers for the convention on May 1st, and 
also credentials. This week's Bulletin 
will contain the "Call" in four lan- 
guages. When that convention is held a 
committee of said United Brotherhood 
of Tailors should be permitted to watch 
the proceedings and possibly make ar- 
rangements, as suggested in my letter. 

Do you approve of answer? 

In connection with the convention of 
textile workers, I wish to suggest that 
Francis Miller of Olneyville be invited 
to attend as translator for the French 
delegates, as he is the only man I can 
think of who would be able to perform 
this task. 

Yours for industrial freedom, 

WM. E. TRAUTMANN, 
Gen'l Sec'y Treas. 

COMMUNICATION NO. 2. 
Fifth (Documents marked 5a and 
5b). An appeal from National Organ- 
izer Jos. J. Ettor, against action taken 
by L U. No. 173, San Francisco, Cal. 

Aware of the opinion apparently pre- 
vailing everywhere that any kind of an 
excuse can be offered to get release 
from obligations to general headquar- 
ters, I have notified several unions that 
no more supplies would be furnished on 
credit, and the collection of the assess- 
ment levied would be made obligatory 
upon all unions not exempt from pay- 
ment of assessment by a vote of the 
General Executive Board. 

In the statements sent out to local 
unions and Industrial District Councils, 
in which payment of $4,717.58 is de- 
manded, ot which sum about one-half 
is due in payment of supplies and lit- 
erature furnished, the amounts due for 
assessment levied were not included. If 
that assessment would have been made 
obligatory, as was done in the New Eng- 
land States, general headquarters could 
claim from members who were work- 
ing when the assessments were due, 
the approximate amount of $4,500.00 in 
addition to the $4,717.58. 

The appeal of Ettor is a test case; 
such a condition as exists in San Fran- 
cisco had to be established first so as to 
have a concrete case to be guided by. 

The General Executive Board mem- 
bers are hereby called upon to approve 
of a ruling, to-wit: 

"Assessments levied by the General 
Executive Board must be paid by every 
local union and branch of the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World for every 
member in employment, except in 
cases where by a majority vote of the 
General Executive Board a union is ex- 
empt from payment of assessments. 
Exemptions can be granted only when 
the matter is submitted, through the 
General Secretaries to the G. E. B., with 
documents and valid reasons why such 
appealing unions should be exempt from 
payment. 

"Unions failing to pay assessments 
shall be considered in bad standing, 
but may take an appeal to the conven- 
tion; in such cases, however, they must 
pay the assessment under protest, and 
so inform general headquarters." 

Document (marked 5b), of Jos. Ettor 
deals with a similar matter. Local 
Union No. 363 of San Francisco, once 
a flourishing local, disbanded some time 
ago and voted to turn over all money to 
L. U. No. 173. The general secre- 
taries demanded that the amount of 
$53.95 be forwarded to headquarters, 
as the property of a defunct local is the 
property of the general organization; 
and can not be transferred by a defunct 
local to another, except in cases where 
two locals amalgamate and merge into 



good reason to suppress any other paper, 
including the Industrial Union Bulletin, 
if all those who are interested in this 
matter and aim to carry on the prop- 
aganda for a change of this system with 
all "civilized" methods of our age, do 
not combine for a strong condemnation 
of those responsible for the suppression 
of the "Questione Sociale." 

As one of the members of the G. E. 
B. of the 1. W. W. lives in Paterson, 
and is well acquainted with the publish- 
ers of the "Questione Sociale," and as 
the latter seem to have the assurance, ac- 
cording to newspaper statements pub- 
lished in Paterson, that the I. W. W. 
would take the matter up, it would be 
a good suggestion if said member of the 
G. E. B. prepare a document which 
could be circulated among members and 
supporters of the I. W. W. so that the 
co-operation of as many as possible 
could be obtained in giving effective ex- 

Rrcssion of their condemnation of the 
igh-handed actions of the agents of the 
U. S. government. 

Are you in favor of any action in this 
matter? WM. E. TRAUTMANN. 



Blind Leaden. 



On this particular point, submitted by 
Ettor, there must be a ruling, because 
recent developments in San Francisco 
to be dealt with in another communica- 
tion, suggest the adoption of stringent 
rules in order to preserve the integrity 
of the organization, and enable the 
general office to enforce certain neces- 
sary rules with more firmness and dis- 
patch. 

Sixth (marked 6). The request from 
the local in Sacramento is based on the 
fact that the "Questione Sociale," a 
socio-anarchist publication of Paterson, 
X. J., was virtually suppressed by order 
of the President of the United States of 
America, for propagating certain ideas 
and advocating certain methods of ac- 
tion. The denial of the mail privilege 
is equivalent to a suppression of the pub- 



"Whatever is history in the achieve- 
ment of labor is principally due to the 
trade unions, pure and simple." 

So saith Samuel Gompcrs in the his- 
tory of the A. F. jf L he wrote for a 
work on the labor movement. The 
work, issued in 1891, under the editor- 
shin of Geo. E. McNeil, contains a his- 
tory of the different bodies making up 
,the A. F. of L. and pictures of all the 
prominent pere-and-simple leaders to 
tnat time. 

We are not going to quarrel with Mr. 
Gompcrs about his statement, though 'tis 
false enough, as every intelligent person 
knows; No; we are glad, very glad, that 
Mr. Gompers so cheerfully assumes the 
responsibility for the achievements of 
labor, i. e., pure-and-simple labor. Take 
into account the acts of pure-and-simple- 
dom, its dismal failures in strikes, mu- 
tual scabbing, all its false ideas and 
unsound tactics, for which is responsible 
labor's present demoralized condition, 
if that is the "achievement," we are 
only too glad to permit the pure-and- 
simplers to claim their own. Whatever 
is progress is due to those who fought 
pure-and-simpledom. To the I. W. W. 
we look for real achievement in the 
future. 

The pure-and-simple mis-leader of la- 
bor never, even under production before 
the days of the trusts, could point to his 
achievements as amounting to anything. 
Thus John Jarret. one time president 
of the Iron and Steel Workers, organ- 
ized under the name of the A. A. of I. 
S. and T. Workers now, gives us some 
figures on strikes that are worthy of 
notice. One time there were many in- 
dividual firms in the iron and steely in- 
dustry and against individuals the iron 
workers cut more of a figure than they 
do against the big steel combine, known 
s the "steel trust." Jarret writes: 
The total number of strikes entered 
in records of the Association, from 1876 
to 1885, inclusive, was 93: of these 28 
were successful. 6Pwere unsuccessful, 4 
were compromised." Not a very bril- 
liant addition to Mr. Gompers* list of 
achievements: even less brilliant when 
we consider that the iron workers were 
known as one of the strongest unions 
in the country. Today the men in the 
mills are practically at the mercy of 
the trust. The mills are practically 
open, there being no limit but that of 
human endurance ; whereas, a few years 
back the union only allowed the men 
to turn out a stipulated weight. One 
of purc-and-simpledom's achievements 
is to discourage all men they have or- 
ganized. 

Mr. Jarret has some idea as to what 
causes loss of strikes and we will quote 
m. He says: "The vast displacement 
f manual labor caused by these im- 
provements (Bessemer and "Open 
Kearth" processes) has complcjjhr 
changed the relation between employers 
and employes, and to this is due. more 
than anything else, the failure of strikes 
in the large Bessemer works, and we 
find, in most of the Eastern works, the 
complete subjugation of labor to the will 
of the employers." 

Mr. Jarret, like the majority of pure- 
and-simple "leaders," however, gets 
twisted all up in his utterances. Thus 
he says : "It may well be asked. What 
is the difference between labor owned 
by the capitalist, in the form of labor- 
saving machinery, and the laborer him- 
self, as a slave owned by his master? 
But listen: to do anything for labor, 
says Mr. Jarret, "co-operation of em- 

?loyers and workingmen" is necessary, 
urthcr, "There must be organization 
of employers, and there must be organ- 
ization of workmen. Instead of being 
constantly in conflict, there should be- 
there must be— harmony between these 
two factions. Employers should com- 
bine to pay good wages." Fancy there 
being harmony between the master and 
the laborer, a slave owned by his mas- 



sfamos lo *ll U^No 64 * '""^ 'Tmay.not be in accord with the 
Sta Howeve^ there is no record that I ideas espoused . by A. backer, of the 
suchTourVe of precedure relating to In- "Questione .Sociale " but , the govern- 



such course of precedure _ 
dustrial District Councils is in accord 
with the working rules of the I. W. W. 
The custom has been to furnish stamps 
and supplies to Industrial District Coun- 
cils, and these Councils in collecting the 
tax from the locals and branches, were 
supposed to account for stme with gen- 
eral headquarters. On these grounds 
were stamps refused to L. U. No. 64, as 
I think that every possible effort should 
be made to keep District Councils intact 
and enable them to supervise and control 
the agitation work in a given locality. 

Theoretically, this system should have 
worked out all right, in practice I have 
found that Industrial District Councils 
were rather inclined to ignore the obli- 
gations towards general headquarters, 
and there seems to lie a tendency m some 
quarters to advocate disconnection and 
local federfsm. 

What is now needed is an Official rnt- 
ing, that all local unions Jm a given dis- 
trict, not attacked to a National Indus- 



color, whether "it's only a nickel or 
two-bits apiece.** 

The speech was surely interesting 
to the audience, and especially, to the 
fellow who could not stand "prosper- 
ity." Every point made by the speak- 
er was applauded, but to this work- 
ingman orator it was evidently ob- 
noxious. After another round of 
hand-clapping and an attempt to dis- 
turb the meeting, and observing the 
fruitless attempt to sell literature by 
his partners, the speaker cried out: 
"Workingmen! While this may tickle 
the vanity of the Bryans, the 'big 
sticks,' the Fiddle Mayors, etc, we 
men don't care a rap for all this at- 
tention unless right alongside of ap- 
plauding and remarks of approval 
you show a desire to further read up 
on the subject. It is for you to real- 
ize that you are a wage slave to be 
exploited for dollars and cents by a 
master class until you make up your 
mind to put a stop to it. Not only 
do we want you to read, but after 
having investigated, to join our 
ranks, for the purpose of organizing 
the economic force necessary to do 
the job." 

Needless to say the literature went 
like the proverbial flap-jacks, result- 
ing eventually in an increase of mem- 
bers, our ' young friend included. 
However, the majority read, investi- 
i rated, and found the arguments to 
>e correct, but continued to be sym- 
pathizers only, and wage slaves 
mainly. 

Fellow workers, all the usual signs 
of approval and sympathy on every 
occasion expressed amounts to noth- 
inb but "hot air," unless you join the 
W. W. When a fellow worker, 
after having listened to your sym- 
pathy gag, asks you to fall in line 
and keep step with developments in 
the world of labor, that is the time 
for you to respond. (Of course, there 
are some who are for obvious 
reasons unable to do so.) . 

Fellow Workers I If you happen to 
attend a meeting of the I. W. W. and 
a workingman asks you to buy a 
book, or for your subscription to the 
Industrial Union Bulletin, don't get 
it because it's "only a nickel" or 50c 
a year, but because you are getting 
tired of remaining a wage worker 
and all that goes with his lot; be- 
cause you want to be put wise as to 
how to be organized and fight for in- 
dustrial freedom in the mill, . mine, 
factory and field. 

Visit the headquarters of the I. W. 
W. at San Francisco, No.- 158 5th 
Street. The boys will give you all 
the "Pettibone dope" you are able to 
digest, and call again. You are al- 
ways welcome! , 

And to those who have done so, 
but acted otherwise when asked > to 
close the gap, I say, quit "chewing 
the sack" over political action all the 
time and about the tiger-fat man, 
etc., for a while. Let a truce be de- 
clared for one year. In the mean- 
time let's get together and do some 
more of the work that was done ere 
the earthquake, and there will be 
samething doing at the Golden Gate. 
Fall in line, wise, otherwise I and 
"Obcrchochims" and build up the I. 
W. W. on the Pacific Coast. The 
sooner the better for yourselves and 
your class. 

' From One Who Was There." 



Ebert Answer*. 



mcnt officials arc allowed to be the sole 
judges of what constitutes a law-defying 
publication, then no paper that supports 
the revolutionary propaganda of the 
working class is safe against equal perse- 
cutions. As a matter of fact, when the 
application for "second-class entry" was 
made for the Industrial Union Bulletin 
in 1907, a protest was entered at Wash- 
ington by a lawyer acting for Sherman 
& Co. on the ground that the publica- 
tion contained articles of incendiary and 
revolutionary nature, and that it advo- 
cated the destruction of the established 
government and institutions of the re- 
public (This is a verbal statement 
given by a gover n ment inspector: efforts 
to get a written statement of the basis 
for the protest were unavafling.) 

What was then considered . sufficient 
ground to hold up for over three months 
the application lor second-class entry, 
mar be taken, if the gover n ment omdals 
are allowed to pursue their coarse, as 



Of course. Mr. Jarret reasons It out 
this way: "Pure-and-simpledom results 
in defeat, in a 'slave owned by a mas- 
ter' : there is nothing better than pure- 
and-simpledom : it failing, the employ- 
ers should combine to pay good wages. 

We of the I. W. W. know a trick 
worth two of that. Our organization 
will combine the workers, not only to 
get better wages, but to take possession 
of all who attend. 

Geveland, O. 

Call to the Old Guard. 

It was in Frisco a few years ago, 
when a young fellow who had jump- 
ed his job in a paper mill a few days 
before (not being able to stand pros- 
perity), was walking leisurely down 
Market Street until he reached 
Grand Avenue. Here he stopped, at- 
tracted by a large crowd of work- 
ingmen standing around a little stand 
from which a strong-voiced man de- 
livered an address. "Well/ remark- 
ed our friend to a bystander, ''guess 
I'll listen to this guy for a while; 
I wonder what kind of bull-con he is 
giving us working plugs." Just then 
a smooth-shaved fellow, evidently 
overhearing the remark, Pushed a 

Eaper and a little red pamphlet under 
it nose, sajring in a rather loud tone 
of roice, ^Socialist literature, I 
only S cents, a copy." He wat 
rather harshly not to bother, if the 
speaker could command his interest 
he would buy a pamphlet of every 



Mixed Local 320, I. W. W., Worces- 
ter, Mass., seems intent on adding hu- 
mor to an otherwise tragic situation. 
In the series of resolutions which it 
caused to be published in the Bulletin 
of April 11, it demands open, fair- 
minded, enlightening and progressive 
discussion; and then condemns me 
for writing a satirical expose of 
sophistical, crafty, narrow and mis- 
leading— nay— invidious and disruptive, 
discussion. Such inconsistency may im- 
press the naive Worcesterians, but the 
rest of mankind arc not likely to take 
it seriously. 

Nor are they likely to do aught but 
smile at the outcry against "anonymity" ; 
when even the Worcesterians found no 
difficulty in recognizing the person 
atirized; and the best writers in all 
literatures employ what they so seri- 
ously condemn. . 

As for the sincerity of the person 
satirized, who doubts it, when one con- 
si Jers the perverted controversy (made 
plain in the Bulletin's editorials), in 
which he indulged ; especially when the 
consideration extends to the baneful in- 
fluence upon our movement which such 
perversion exerts? Surely, willful per- 
version, resulting in factionalism and 
disruption, is proof positive that the 
willful perverter is sincere in his dec- 
larations of solicitude for the welfare 
of the movement? Surely, no idea of 
personal triumph— or the success of the 
Socialist Superman— can be thought of 
in connection with the acts of such a 
person? As a tree is judged by its 
fruit, and a man by his acts, is there 
any doubt of the sincerity of "Prof. 
Morgan-Marx," then? 

And finally the Worcesterians say I 
am actuated by "petty spite." Let us 
admit that, for arguments sake; what 
of it? Does it invalidate the sound- 
ness of my satire? Will the fact that 
I am actuated by "petty spite make 
true the argument of Prof. Morgan- 
Marx's that attributes veiled assassina- 
tion to men who are not veiled assas- 
sins; and makes of honest, able I. W. 
W. workers, all sorts of detestable 
creaturej, simply because they differ 
with his professorship? I am afraid it 
won't; and since I entertain that fear, 
I can afford to smile at the resolutions 
of my Worcester W?" ™}**?*^-. 

JUSTUS EBERT. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Woman of Greater Hew York. 

All women of Greater New York 
who are interested in the I. W. W. 
and are willing to aid the organisa- 
tion in every possible s way are urg- 
ently requested to attend a meeting 
of women called under the auspices 
of the Joint Headquarters Commit- 
tee of the New York District Coun- 
cil, I. W. W- Tuesday. April A at 
8 p. nu, 60 Cooper Square. This 
meeting it for the purpose of form- 
ing an organisation of women to 
work m eonjunetk» with the men to 
build no the I. W. W. 
By order «l the Joint Headquarters 
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TO THE BUILDING TRADES 

WORKERS OF SAN FRANCISCO 

rertain thTt uf condition of the work- heavy burden that you now pack, of 

ST of the industry that you are em- paying salaries to all these different ex- 

oloyed in, to know the reison of your ecutive boards-presents, secretary- 

Sated failures in accomplishing last- treasurers-who grow fat at your ex- 

hTresultt for the workers, this mant- pense. Further, the Building Depart- 

rlfi« u arfdrcsscd ment wou,d on, y a subdivision of the 

Working-d?s7 organiatioiM are not Industrial VVorkers of the World which 

accidents but arc born of necessity, comprises the following 13 Industrial 

Contrary' to accepted thought, workers Departments: 

a7e compelled to band together for pro- Department of Mining Industry. 

Section against encroachments of the Department of the Transportation In- 

";„... p r esent-day society is di- dustry. 

vided in two hostile classes, with oppos- Department of Metal and Machinery 

SsTrTt SSToi ff.S?3 X'aTtmcnt of Glass and Pottery I„- 

S3SSS- S} d^SfSmlS jS dU Dop y ar.ment of the Food Stuffs Indus- 

theymust sell their labor power to the try. 

class that docs own the jobs. Department of Brewery, Wine and 

Tnc workers instinctively feel the ne- Distillery Industry 

ccssity of organization: first, by spon- Department of Floricultural, Stock 

tancous uprising against improved ma- and General Farming Industries 

chinerv of wealth production, into guild Department of the Building Industry, 

unions; second, by independent trades- Department of the Textile Industries, 

unions, until today we have numerous n — " f 1 " th " i~t...i™. . 
international craft-unions, all based on 
the false promise of the identity of in- 
terests between (the job owner and the 



Department of the Leather Industries. 
Department of the Wood Working 
Industries. 

tn » • • ■ - , - w ol # .^P ar,n,ent of PubHc Service Indus< 
iob hunter) capital and labor. Out ot tries. 

J . - conception contracts and Department of Miscellaneous Manu- 



which bind the facturing. 

Thus we see that in place of 135 craft 



that false . 
agreements are made 

I,l rhc°A 'l^of L to which the Building Internationals, all working in opposi- 
Tradcs Council of San Francisco and tion to each other, there would only be 
California is affiliated, is a craft-auton- 13, working all together, with a central 
nmoll c body thereby nullifying the act organization, the General Admimstra- 
of fedStion ! The Building Trades tion of the Industrial Workers of the 
Council of S F and California, the or- World. One union of the entire work- 
Kani/ation that ' the great majority, of ing class of the wr- w '«* 
you arc mcmliers of, is not an organic*- lowing preamble: 
tion of labor but an auxiliary of the "The working class and the employing 
Master Builders' Association. The B. class have nothing in common. There 
T C claims to be organized to secure can be no peace so long as hunger and 
more' for the workers— an empty claim want arc found among millions of work- 
that is indeed! The plumbers' demands ing people and the few, who make up 
of 1906 and the recent case of No. 6, the employing class, have all the good 
Flcctrical Workers; the organizing of things of life 

the scab teamsters' union in 1901 against "Between these two classes a strug- 

thc striking Brotherhood teamsters; the gle must go on until all the toilers come 

disruption of Local No. 19, Brotherhood together on. the political, as well as on 

of Painters: the organizing of the scab the industrial field, and take and hold 

electrical workers' union No. 1— all of that which they produce by their labor 

these show that the claims ot the B. T. through an economic organization of 

C are mere pretensions and idle boasts, the working class, without affiliation 

Signing contracts with the "Master with any political party. 
Builders' Association" (which is a cap- "The rapid gathering of wealth and 
italist organization) that 90 days' notice the centering of the management of in- 
fill be given before a strike or demand dustrics into fewer and fewer hands 
for more wages can be endorsed, there- make the trades union unable to cope 
by giving the bosses ample time to pre- with the ever-growing power of the 
rare for the battle employing class, because the. trade 

We have yet to hear of the masters unions foster a state of things which 

giving 90 days' notice before reducing allows one set of workers to be pitted 

wages Rules that prevent members of against another set of workers in the 

the Building Trades from working for same industry, thereby helping to de- 

any employer who does not have a card feat one another in wage wars The 

in the "Master Builders' Association" is trade unions aid the employing class to 

ample proof of the fact that the Build- mislead the workers into the belief that 

Trades Council is not a labor organiza- the working class hayc interests in 

tion but an institution composed of common with their employers, 

woricers and guided by capitalist ideas. "These sad conditions can be changed 

The B T C of this city is merely a and the interests of the working class 

local example of what all the B. T. C's upheld only by an organization formed 

rihi°< ,hc A - F - L " c a " ov " - - is,X ?" Sissssi s 

Everywhere the same story can be necessary, cease work whenever a strike 

hcard-onc craft union scabbing on the or lockout is on in, any department 

other while out on strike, cither by thereof, thus making injury to 

working alongside of scabs and Farley- injury to all." , 

hes or deliberately taking the jobs of To those of you who are convinced 

"triking workcrs-as has been proven in of our position being correct we appeal 

numcroi* instances. Brotherhood of that you do your part towards building 

Carters' men have taken the places up this organization Some of you have 

of Sg members of the wood- grown weary of the long and- painful 

workers . ami the woodworkers scabbing strugg e due to the past defeats. But 

on^ tlic brotherhood — and the amalga- there is hope. Labor shall not be in 

mated society scabbing on the two of bondage forever, 

matea society st-u & ^ ug organjzc to f IRnt our mas tersl 

These condhions arc the logical result We will win if we arc banded together, 

of the craft form of organization. We may receive setbacks in our strug- 

Out of the corruption and treachery gles; but let us organize with the dc- 

of the leaders of these craft organiza- termination and consciousness that we 

Sons who are every day functioning shall never cease nor abate in the strug- 

rnore and more in the interest of the gle until with the power of organization 

onitaHst class; from the bitter expe- of our class in the shops and factories 

JfcrKe that has been learned in the past; we shall be able to ake to ourselves the 

"rom the crimes that have been com- things we have produced with our hands 

Kd against the workers, a lesson is and brains, that is the earth and the ful- 

bemg learned, to-wit: the craft form of ness thereof. . 

DC, " B • • .l- h»i Yours for Industrial Freedom, 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTORS' IN- 
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organization divides the working class 
against themselves, thereby rendering 
them impotent to achieve lasting results. 
The butchers' strike of 1904; the team- 
sters' strike, the Intcrborough strike, 

£ 8L*Sr Z2L™V*i w. ww m s,, s-,» ft.„=i,co. 

Great Northern telegraphers' strike, the 

recent telegraph operators' strike, the _ ^ . ^. q 

San Francisco carmen's strike and oth- *"« m VBB «' 

ers— all absolute failures! Comrades and Fellow-Workers: Un- 

Thesc sad and bitter lessons make | css t h c issue gets too clouded for your 

you ask the question: "Is there any own judgment, to permit you to distin- 

hope?" . . guish between thc right and wrong view 

Positively yes! Industrial Unionism D { tnc Connolly-Dc Leon controversy, 

is the only hope of the working class. j nto w hich thc G. E. B. and the I. W. W. 

The Industrial Union means to organ- navc been unconscjously drawn, permit 

izc all thc workers of a given industry me t o give a brief resume of facts, that 

into one union instead as now over 135 might, in a way, enlighten those as yet 

different international craft unions— all unfamiliar, and also those unduly preju- 

dividing the energy of labor. diced, that they may take a clearer view 

Take your industry as a concrete ex- G f tnc situation and act accordingly, 

ample. There are over fifty crafts cm- \y e must at all times take into consid- 

ployed in a building before it is fin- oration this paramount fact, that we 

ished. You now have fifty mtcrnation- must v j ew tn j, controversy from the 

al craft unions affiliated with the A. F. standpoint of memfiers of the I. W. W., 

of L (with the exception of some who seeking to clear up all conflicts that in 

consider themselves too aristocratic ^ to any way threaten rjiis organization and 

even join the A. F. of L.), all paying j t , welfare, and with this always the 

per capita tax to that organization. The fi rs t consideration we will proceed, 

latest move has been made whereby all y OU r Bulletin of Feb. 1, 1908, contains 

the Building Trades Councils have the minutes of the session of the G. E. 

formed an International and will pay a b., held here in New York. If you will 

per capita tax to thc A. F. L., thereby take -the trouble to»read them carefully 

doubling up the membership, so that you will find therein the subject matter 

Gompcrs, the president of the A. F. of of this controversy* De Leon appeared 

L. and vice-president of the National before that body orl Dec. 23rd, and also 

Civic Federation, may claim that the on the 24th, with "supposedly" serious 

membership is increasing and thereby charges against Connolly; so serious 

increase the amount of champagne hot- were they supposed to be that they 

ties that are annually opened at the threatened the life of this organization. 

Civic Federation banquets where lead- He was instructed to bring his. charges 

ing exploiters of labor, like Carnegie in the usual manner, as any "ordinary" 

and Perkins of the Steel Trust, enter- member should do.« Had this been fol- 

tain Gompers, Mitchel. Huber, Mahon lowed out, the incident would have been 

and all the leading labor tnisleaders of dosed. We would 'have been apprised 

this country, while you are tramping the 0 f a serious danger? that threatened the 

"E? 1 * i n A c . ar 5. h , °* «. ma ? ter ' , . life of this organization, and could hare 

The I. W. W would do away with acted to at least mitigate that danger, 

•n these International craft onions, and if not to eliminate *it entirely. As the 

organize all the workers of the build- matter stands, for the past four months 

ing industry of a given aty into i » or more, De Leon Ms in possession of 

B a 1 1 d i n g Constructors Industrial information "that he has refused to dis- 

Unmn^subdividing all the different close," and which hel holds orer the head 

trades into branches of the one ttmon 0 f this organization like a sword of 

of the industry, all integrally connected Damocles, ready to fall and destroy it 

and the atrtpnomy Mea abolished. Wj can take no other meaning from his 

In turn all the local industrial onions own assertions. If this danger threat- 

of the Building Industry are nationally ened oar very existence in December, 

organized into » central organization, what has happened that caused ft to be 

-Department of Bnflding," that estab- less dangerous now in spite of of the 

Hshes one central organization and fact that we did not bare any oppor- 



tunity to inform ourselves of it? Has 
De Leon been the htro who, unknown, 
unheralded and unobserved, by a mere 
flash of wonderful genius, "Svengali- 
like," has caused it to disappear? Let 
us reason this out calmly. If there was 
a serious danger and we were threat- 
ened, were we not entitled to know of it, 
and elect our own committee to attend 
to it? If there was this danger and it no 
longer exists, we must take for granted 
that De Leon appointed himself a com- 
mittee of one to eliminate it, further, 
he taking it for granted that no one was 
courageous and able enough to do so. 
By assuming that attitude, minimizing 
the possible ability, courage and intel- 
ligence of the members of your organ- 
ization, he poses as a guardian angel, 
fairy grandfather, or patron saint, and 
it is even doubtful if thc membership 
would accept that as an excuse. 

Are we "mere children" to be gath- 
ered around the knee of a self -consti- 
tuted oracle and forced to accept, willy- 
nilly, the doses of wisdom and philoso- 
phy that he, in his "superior" judgment, 
considers sufficient for our cases, or, 
on the other hand, are we really living, 
thinking "men and women," who have 
taken into consideration past history, 
subjected it to a careful analysis, held 
to be farcical the idea of being led by 
the hand into working-class emancipa- 
tion and who "dare" to think for them- 
selves ? 

The answer to the G. E. B. minutes, 
which your official organ was ig- 
nored, appeared in the "Daily People.' 
Nine columns was devoted to that "an- 
swer," that answered not. I know not 
whether it was meant as an insult to 
the intelligence of the S. L P. members, 
or thc I. W. W. members, or both, but 
I do know that thc minutes remain un- 
answered and yet the State convention 
of thc S. L P. on a motion, held that 
inasmuch as the party press was at- 
tacked in the minutes of the G. E B 
published in thc I. U. B., De Leon was 
to be upheld in the publication of the 
"other side." As he has labeled that 
the "Other Side," would it not be fair 
for him to give the other side of that 
other side? and then we might know 
what it is the other side of. 

Next we have thc Williams episodes. 
At the Arlington Hall lecture, March 
11, 1908, De Leon used up 53 minutes, 
most of which grossly misrepresented 
Williams and some of which distorted 
economic history; this latter was 
straightened out there for him by Con- 
nolly. It was like a few pages but of 
Don Quixote, to sec this modern knight 
boldly striding forth, girt with the "ar- 
mor of genius," bristling with mental 
lances, "sharpened by the history of 
past ages," fearlessly attacking danger- 
ous "straw men" conjured up by him- 
self and labeled, "sublimated duplicity," 
vcilcu "dynamitism" and "physical force 
anarchy." Prithee, 'twas indeed a val- 
orous combat, for he smote with his 
lance and stabbed again and yet again 
with his mental sword "into thc empty 
mil it wa£ a pitiable mass of 
bleeding holes'. Williams' lecture ap- 
peared in full in the Bulletin. Ask 
yourself where it advocates dropping 
political action. There is and must be 
a difference between the political action 
of thc proletariat and that of thc pro- 
fessional politician. We must lift uf 
political action to n plane hitherto un- 
known, and that is only possible when 
thc "working class alone" control their 
own politics. 

As to Olive Johnson, I leave her 
alone to wallow in the depths of her 
own stupidity and blind prejudices. If 
we arc to hold out to the workers, as 
she suggests, thc impossibility of ad- 
vancing our interests, but must go from 
defeat to defeat, and when we are 
thoroughly demoralized, dispersed, dis- 
heartened and subjugated as we must 
be, to take her argument, we will go 
'final victory." Schopcnhaur, in his 
wildest flights of pessimism, never con- 
cocted a better argument advocating su- 
icide than that is. Not only is it advo- 
cating suicide, but it is absurd and illog- 
ical to hold such views. As the organ- 
ization of thc working class, based upon 
a solid foundation, increases in size, so 
in proportion must its power increase. 
As its power increases on the one hand, 
so, in like proportion, decreases the 
power of the capitalist class, and if 
that's going from defeat to defeat, then 
I'm surely suffering from "intellectual 
bankruptcy." 

Don't mind perverted logic. Don't 
heed false teachers, or those "who 
would lead you by the hand into the 
promised land. No Moses will ever 
emancipate the working class, so you 
will have to learn to act and think for 
yourself and, if I can judge the per- 
sonnel of this organization, we are 
doing that to a great extent and in- 
creasing all along the line, both in in- 
telligence and membership. 

Yours for Industrial Freedom. 

SAMUEL A. STODEL 



The Truth Will Out. 



Ida Crouch-Hazlett in the "Mon- 
tana News" of April 16th has a 
grouch," but in telling about it 
brings out some of the truth regard- 
ing "Western Federation Politics." 
She says: 

Word comes by private sources 
from Wallace, Idaho, the heart of the 
Coeur d'Alene mining district, that 
the Western Federation of Miners is 
using its influence in that district to 
get the socialists to refrain from put- 
ting up a ticket this fall in order to 
throw the support of the Federation 
men, who mostly compose the dis- 
trict, to the democratic ticket. 

'The information comes simply as 
a confirmation of what the News and 
its correspondents have announced 
heretofore as the pplicy of the West- 
ern Federation of Miners previously 
in Idaho, and its undoubted inten- 
tions as to future political action. 

"The Western Federation of Min- 
ers has engaged the sympathy and 
support of thc socialists of the coun- 
try in its time of difficulty and dan- 
ger. This support has been gener- 
ously and sacrificingly given under 
the impression perseveringly circu- 
lated broadcast that the Federation 
was being persecuted on account of 
its socialist principles. . 

"An examination of the history of 
thc Federation and its political atti- 
tude both before and after its so- 
cialist declarations, reveals the un* 
deniable fact that it has never given 
' s political influence in the states 

here its vote was an overwhelming 
majority to the support of the social- 
ist party, but on the contrary has 
uniformly supported the democratic 
party, and elected capitalist govern- 
ors, members of thc legislature, and 
judges to office. One would think 
from thc difficulties in which the 
Federation has been almost constant- 
ly embroiled with the state that this 
organization of the proletariat would 
have learned to 'put not its faith in 
kings.' On the contrary, however, it 
seems to assiduously and zealously 
nut thc democratic party into office 
in every state and at every point, and 
to learn nothing from the continuous 
drubbings which it receives in con- 
stant reiteration from the capitalist 
authorities which it has boosted into 
power." 



I PREAMBLE OF THE I.WJ.I 



What Are Ton Doing? 

In faraway Alaska The Bulletin is 
getting a strong hold. Fairbanks alone 
has 150 subscribers and more are com- 
ing. It was done by a little hustling— 
the kind of work that is needed in some 
of the industrial centers of the East. 
Every meeting held under I. W. W. 
auspices anywhere should be productive 
of results in new names for The Bulle- 
tin. Some of the locals have failed to 
select an agent for the paper and give 
him instructions to order sub. cards. 
These cards are now in the hands of 
100 agents., most of whom are doing 
something. Get busy, you who have 
done nothing. Last week there were 
added to thc list 140 new subscripts 
The number can easily be raised to 300 
a week—if yon and you will do your 
share. 



A very interesting program was suc- 
cessfully carried through by Industrial 
Unionists at Quincy, Mass., on Sunday, 
April 12. The Finnish band and Italian 
singing society furnished music; J. P. 
Thompson spoke in English, J. W. 
Mcrilainsen in Finnish, G. Loke in 
Swedish and N. Mazzarella in Italian. 
The occasion was a pleasant episode in 
the working class movement of the 
Massachusetts city and an indication of 
a strong interest in Industrial Union- 



On Saturday evening, May 1st, at 
Stegeman's Hall, 225 Valencia street, 
the Building Constructors' Industrial 
Union, I. W. W„ of San Francisco, 
will celebrate the International Labor 
Day. There will be music and dancing, 
and good speakers for the entertainment 
of all who attend. 

Silk workers of the Girernand Bros, 
concern at West Hoboken, N. L, have 
been on strike since March 20 in an 
effort to obtain a small increase of their 
wages. Any assistance rendered them 
will be well deserved and greatly appre- 
ciated. Address Raimondo Fazio, Sal- 
darini's Hall, 227 Spring street. West 
I ob ken, K. J. 

J. M. Lee, a member of Local No. 
12, Los Angeles, and transferred to 
Local 419, recently lost hit book at 
Paso Robles. He requests anyone 
finding the book to return it to 
him, addressed to Box 250, Tacoma, 
Wash. 



Notice to Subscribers. 

Subscribers to The Bulletin whose 
term expires in April have been notified 
by postal card. Unless subscriptions are 
renewed by May 1st their names will be 
dropped from the list, in accordance 
with the postal regulations regarding 
second-class matter. 



I. W. W. marble cutters at Marble, 
Col., are out on strike jointly with mem- 
bers of thc International Marble Work- 
ers. Marble workers are urged to stay 
away from Marble until the difficulty is 
settled. 



I.W.W. 

PUBLICATIONS 



LMflittliEigtltb.pir 1,000- 

Aidrtaa to Wage WerKora, $tS$ 
The Textile Inaostry- .... LM 

Foe* Staff ■•iostry LSf 

Natal ami Machinery to. 

■••try LM 

Story ofa Ha w Lab or Ualaa LM 

Leaflets i» Italia*. . . . 3.00 
" " Swedish... 3.0t 

M M Polish. 3.00 

*' M Fianish... 3.00 
" M Germaa. .. 4.00 
M "Yiddish... 3.00 
" M Soomaakfl.. 400 

Japanese, Address ta 
Wage Earners. .10.00 



The working class and the employing class have noth- 
ing in common. There can be no peace so long at hunger 
and want are found among millions of working people and 
the few, who make up the employing class, have all the 
good things of life. 

Between these two classes a struggle must go on untfl 
all the toilers come together on the political, as well aa 
on the industrial field, and take and hold that which they 
produce by their labor through an economic organisation of 
the working class, without affiliation with any political 
party. 

The rapid gathering of wealth and the centering of the 
management of industries into fewer and fewer hands 
make the trades union unable to cope with the ever-grow- 
ing power of the employing class, because the trade unions 
foster a state of things which allows one set of workers 
to be pitted against another set of workers in the same 
industry, thereby helping to defeat one another in wage 
ware. The trade unions aid the employing class to mis- 
lead the workers into the belief that the working class 
have interests in common with their employers. 

These sad conditions can be changed and the interests 
of the working class upheld only by an organization formed 
in such a way that all its membere in any one industry, 
or in all industries, if necessary, cease work whenever a 
strike or lockout is on in say department thereof, thus mak- 
ing injury to one an injury to all. 

Therefore, without endorsing or desiring endorsement of 
any political party, we unite under the following consti- 
tution. 

(Cm off CMMtHutton a*n« en A»»lle».tlor\.] 



# 
# 

j 



Price List of Supplies: 



Constitutions, In English, per 100. ,S5 00 
Constitutions, in other languagee, 

per 100 T 00 

Local Letterheads, per 100 80 

Envelopes, per 100 50 

Withdrawal Cards, per for 10 10 

Application blanks, per 100 60 

Arrearages notices, per 100 60 

Warrant Book, each 80 

Receipt Book, each 30 

Ledger, 100 pages 1 26 

Ledger, 900 pages S 00 

Ledger, 800 pages S 00 

Ledger, 400 pages 3 60 

Ledger, 600 pages 6 00 

Day Book, 100 pages 1 00 

Treasurer's Cash Book 75 

Minute Book 80 

Robber Stamps and Pad 60 

Seal for the Union 1 00 

Buttons, cheap grade, each 10 

Buttons, better grade 86 



I W. W. CONSTITUTION 
aUglish t (parlOO)....S.OO 
Italian, M ...5.00 
French, - ....500 
Germaa, M ....5.00 
Palish, M ....5.00 
Haagariaa,** ....5.00 
Spanish, - ....10.00 

WQ TK ~ The we^a &t ■■ QM t of cms 
M**r «***<•» ckargMpaM la i<mw. 

W. a TRAUTMANN 

Rasas 313 Bsafc fcaapk 
CHICAGO - - 



LET THE LIGHT III 

OU WILL NEVER LEARN any 

thing about the INDUS- 
TRIAL WORKERS OF 
THE WORLD by absorbing 
the dope its enemies hand to 
you; a good antidote for their 
lies is the TRUTH. Get the 
TRUTH by reading what the 
I. W. W. SAYS FOR ITSELF. 
Here is a good combination for 

=$1.00— 



CMMtftaMM «f th« I. W. W 

Report •! Sacwid CmivmOm . . . . t 

TfeM CoavMtkm I 

YMr'*S«btcripUMt*BULLBTIN. i 

AiMTtsMat *f LmOUS 

SI. SO 

all row, owe; dollar. 
213 Buah Tampla, Chleavgo ! 



Order for Subscription Cards 



W*. E. TeAUTMANH, G. S. T. 

Industrial Workers of the World: 
I am interested in extending the 
circulation of Til Isdestrlal Uaioa BaOatls 

and wish you would send me 

Subscription Cards as follows: 
Cards for One Year 

Cards for Six Months 

I agree to sell the cards at 60 cents 
and 25 cents each, and forward to you 
all money received at least once a 
month. 

Name 

Street No. 



Member of Local I. W.W. 



The Cardi art pot lata ofTey, 

Half Y«ar. Sc.: P«n Y«ar. 10e.f—mA mm \m 
•r*«rt4 •ecordlBf I7. 



sects 



e*a t» watt* 

oae*> aa Swttotfc al mwTwfc cay 



Industrial Union 

HANDBOOK 



Gives an outline of the 
Structure ol Industrial 
Unionism and Analy- 
sis of the Preamble. 
Very useful in arriv- 
ing at an understand- 
ing of tK# form ol 
organisation of the 

industrial Workers of the World 

Price, poetpaid, 10 eta. 
Special rates on large orders. 



To know what 
Uaienism is too must read 
what is said about it by its 
friends and what it says for 
itself; only in that way can 
its present aima and ultimate 
purposes be understood. The 
following are recommended 
to workingmen who desire to 
learn what Industrial Union- 
ism is: 



of Itdntrlal Ualoaha, Si 

CoMtltitlM if tte I. W. W., Sc 

RtpsTt if Sicritirj Triitim, Si 

"Mistrial Oiloilti," ifRg U 
"Bmriii QintlN if Train 

UllMlli," Si 

••AtemHl.W.W.Prnafcli," 

srSLStiM*, Si 
a— tte any aSSr— a. 9 nmM .Hr 2SC 



WM. E. TRAUTMANN 

212 BUSH rEM»LC 
CHICAGO - - ILLINOIS 




Industrial Workers of the World 

GENERAL EXECUTIVE NAM 

F.W. Heslewood, Greenwood, B.C. 

T.J.Cole Blue Island, III. 

Rudolph Katx Paterson, N. J. 

B. H. Williams Eureka. Cat. 

Wm. Yates.,, New Bedford, Mass. 

ffa. E. Trsstasss, fies. 8es>Trsss. 
Vhmtl SLJeM, An'l8se.al«a.lff. 



Industrial Union 
HANDBOOK 

ITALIAN ON POLISH SDmOSJO 

tt.Mll 



easfa oaaaaa re 

212 task Tsapk. GUeaji 



